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but now ,,, 
We are now in the new year, and for 
the Brethren in Christ 1990 will bring a 
special event. During the days of June 
30-July 5, we have planned the 111th 
General Conference. It will be held on 
the campus of Messiah College at Gran-
tham, Pa. 
This article, among others, is to intro-
duce the theme of this event. It was 
decided to focus on the words "This We 
Believe." As we pondered the issues 
before us and the accent of our church in 
our society, we came to this short but 
meaningful theme. 
Within these words we can sense 
something of the content of our faith. It 
does matter what we believe. As one of 
my seminary professors told us, "You 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 1990 
U This we believe 
. by R. Donald Shafer 
can't live right unless you believe right." 
So a part of our gathering will focus on 
words and what they mean to us. This 
will be the General Conference when we 
take action on the first reading of a new 
doctrinal statement. A preliminary draft 
has already been circulated to our pas-
tors and will be distributed at the re-
gional conference meetings in the Spring. 
So our theme addresses that part of our 
church life which some would call our 
creed. While we are not a creedal church, 
we do put into writing the essence of our 
faith. So the first word of our theme is 
"this." Thus we can prepare for the 1990 
General Conference by reflecting on 
what it is that we believe. 
The second and shortest word is we. 
The Brethren in Christ have always 
believed in being the people of God. We 
have always affirmed the visible church, 
by which we mean that our relationships 
one with another are based on our 
common relationship with Christ. And 
that is no mystical thing, but the reality 
of how we order our life together. Thus 
we have called ourselves a brotherhood 
more than just a denomination. We 
have accented our life together as the 
family of God. While we have joked 
about the human family ties in our 
church and maybe at times are embar-
rassed about our ethnic singularity, we 
can celebrate the caring aspect of our 
church life. Some have referred to this 
part of our church life as the community 
of faith. And at our General Conference 
meetings we plan for the whole com-
munity to be together. There are chil-
dren and youth activities as well as the 
adult business sessions and celebrations. 
We will worship and pray together. We 
will sing. We will eat together, and we 
will enjoy each other. We will look at 
our polity and likely disagree with one 
another, but our genius will be to keep 
the hallmark of loving one another in 
spite of differences. So it is not what "I" 
General Conference Information 
A special four-page insert was pub-
lished last month in the Evangelical Vis-
itor. It had two registration forms! 
FORM A—To be filled out by every-
one attending General Conference and/ 
or the pre-conference. This includes 
men, women, and children—even those 
commuting f rom home. F O R M A 
should be sent to Paul Hostetler, Con-
ference Registrar, Box 450, Mechanics-
burg, Pa. 17055. (People attending eve-
ning sessions only need not register.) 
FORM B— To be filled out by those 
who need transportation from and/or 
to the airport. This form should be sent 
to Jim Hess. 
Because of the holidays in both the 
U.S. and Canada, it is extremely impor-
tant to make travel reservations early. 
(The same urgency applies for area 
campsites and motels.) You are urged to 
book your flight to the Harrisburg Air-
port since this is the only airport to 
which we are supplying transportation. 
MTS Travel, Ephrata, Pa., has nego-
tiated a 5% discount with United Air-
lines for the coming General Conference 
and the smaller pre-conference. Call the 
MTS toll-free number, 1-800-642-8315, 
if you want MTS to be your travel 
agent. Ask for the General Conference 
travel discount. (Outside of the United 
States, call 717-733-4131.) If you want 
to use your own travel agent, have them 
use the following number, 445ET, when 
purchasing your ticket. This discount is 
good only on United Airlines. 
Do not send any money with your 
registration forms. In response to your 
registration, you will receive a confirma-
tion indicating the charge for registra-
tion, lodging, and/or meals. Those who 
pay before going to General Conference 
will shorten their time in the registration 
line there. 
No services will be conducted as a 
part of the Conference but you are 
encouraged to attend an area Brethren 
in Christ Church. These churches were 
listed in the January Visitor. Transpor-
tation will be provided for those request-
ing it when they register. 
If you plan to attend the pre-General 
Conference session, register for it on the 
same form(s) as for General Conference. 
Meal and lodging rates will be the same. 
The Board for Congregational Life is 
again planning exciting activities for 
children and youth. Children through 
age 11 will have supervised learning 
experiences as in previous conferences 
(no charge). Excellent youth activities 
are also planned (cost about $30). More 
details will be forthcoming. 
An 11:00 p.m. curfew will be observed. 
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believe that is the essence of church life, 
but rather what "we" believe. 
And thirdly is the word believe. This 
has to do with how we express our faith 
and our life together. It is the accent on 
our behavior. Part of our history as 
Brethren in Christ is that of being a 
separatist people and remaining a pecul-
iar people as contrasted with the world 
and the ways of the world. But we have 
also been a people called to a mission. 
We are called to proclaim our faith. 
Some have called this a confessional 
church. We want to accent that, as per-
sons and as a corporate body, we will 
responsibly confess our faith to a lost 
world. So a third aspect of our theme is 
how we behave beyond our words and 
relationships. General Conference will 
throw the spotlight on our plan to be 
effective congregations in our witness to 
the communities of North America and 
indeed around the world. Thus as boards 
report and project plans, as we look at 
Vision Planning proposals, and as we 
share together in inspirational accents, 
we want to be accountable for what we 
do as well as what we say. In other 
words, what we "believe" is shown by 
what we do. 
Therefore, we welcome you to join us 
at the 1990 General Conference and to 
consider the theme: "This We Believe." 
—Don Shafer, General Secretary, on 
behalf of the Program Commission. 
All persons should be in their rooms by 
that hour unless involved in approved 
activities elsewhere. This curfew does 
not mean "lights out," but it does mean 
subdued conversation in the rooms. 
From January through June each 
issue of the Visitor will have General 
Conference Information. You will find 
it helpful to keep all these copies at hand 
for easy reference. 
For more information on registration 
only, contact Paul Hostetler, Confer-
ence Registrar, (office) 717-697-2634, 
(home) 717/766-2621. You can leave a 
recorded message at the home number. 
For information concerning all other 
Conference details, contact Ken Mark, 
Convention Director, 304 Berkshire Rd., 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. Phone 717-
766-8914. You can leave a recorded 
message at this number. 
SPECIAL NOTE: Unlike previous 
years, a Thursday afternoon session of 
Conference is being planned, to run 




The official publication of the Brethren in Christ Church 
February 1990 Vol. 104, No. 2 
FEATURES 
2 "This we believe" R. Donald Shafer 
4 "I once knew everything, but now . . ." Jay McDermond 
7 Point of View Eugene Wingert 
8 The transformational Sunday school David S. Young 
11 Targeting leadership for kingdom building Owen H. Alderfer 
12 Nonconformity: a contemporary perspective Luke L. Keefer Jr. 
14 Nonconformity: action or idea? Mark Wastler 
16 Cooperation in the Great Commission Henry A. Ginder 
17 Send missionaries or send money? Paul G. Hiebert 
20 To Africa with love Doreen Rice 
DEPARTMENTS 
2 General Conference 29 Onesimus 
Information 29 The Way of Peace 
19 God at work in our world 30 Phoebe's Journal 
21 Church News 31 Editorial 
24 Money Matters 30 Pontius' Puddle 
27 Messiah College News 32 Bishops' Column 
28 Focus on the Bible 
NEWS 
21 Terry Brensinger ordained 
26 MCC experiences generous response to Hurricane Hugo 
26 Hurricane relief efforts continue in the Caribbean 
31 Update from the Stewardship office 
EVANGELICAL VISITOR (ISSN 0745-0486) is published monthly by Evangel Press , 2000 
Evangel Way (P.O. Box 166), Nappanee , IN 46550-0166. Te lephone (219) 773-3164. M e m b e r of 
Evangelical P re s s Association and Meet inghouse, a Mennoni te and Bre thren in Christ editors ' 
group. Biblical quotat ions, unless otherwise indicated, are f rom the N e w International Version. 
Editor: Glen A. Pierce; Editorial Assistant: Helen Johns ; Circulation: Phyllis Lentz 
Mailing Information: All cor respondence , manuscr ip ts and subscriptions should be addressed 
to the Editor, Evangelical Visitor, P .O. Box 166, Nappanee , IN 46550-0166. Changes of address 
should include both the old and new addresses . 
Single C o p y Price: $1.00 U.S. 
U . S . Subscr ipt ions : 1 year—$10.00; 2 years—$18.00; 3 years—$25.00; 5 years—$40.00. New 
and Gift: $8.50. Lifetime: $150.00. 
C a n a d i a n S u b s c r i p t i o n s (in Canad ian funds): 1 year—$12.00; 2 years—$22.00; 3 years— 
$32.00; 5 years—$50.00. N e w and Gift: $10.25. Lifetime: $185.00. 
O v e r s e a s airmail ra te s available upon request . 
Second-class pos tage paid at Nappanee , IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A. 
Copyright © 1990. All rights reserved. 
February 1990 3 
N U M B E R of weeks ago I read 
Amy's cause/ effect autobiographical 
essay. "I went to see my mother 
tonight . She lives separate f rom the 
others in a white, vacant room. The 
d o o r remains locked at all times and 
with restraints she is tied securely to 
her bed. She a lmost does not recog-
nize who I am. With tears f lowing 
f r o m her empty eyes she begs me to 
help her ." 
Two days later Susan came to our 
apar tment . We talked for sixty min-
utes or so. Her f rustra t ion reached a 
boiling point , and now she was 
rather angry with God. Her father is 
a great Christ ian man , and she and 
her family and church prayed earn-
estly that he might recover f r o m the 
cancer which dominates his body. 
She visited me because I had men-
tioned that in July my father had 
been diagnosed as having inopera-
ble lung cancer. She did not say it 
but I think she wanted an answer to 
that most annoying and elusive ques-
t ion of all: Why? Back in June , when 
I knew everything, I may have offered 
at least a plausible answer, but now I 
don ' t know. 
The past two or three years have 
not been very kind to well-known 
Christians. Regardless of what one 
thinks of J i m m y Swaggart and J im 
Bakker 's ministries, it is difficult to 
deny they have derailed and gone 
astray of the calling of Christian 
ministry. These men have pursued 
the power of the program, the glam-
our of the camera , the lure of the 
money, and the charm of sexuality. 
And then there is Steve Garvey, the 
fo rmer baseball great. He has been 
involved in a n u m b e r of paterni ty 
suits, and most recently has agreed 
to assume financial responsibility if 
paterni ty can be proven. His ration-
ale for this decision is interesting, 
"111 live up to my moral obligations, 
which I feel strongly abou t because 




Jay McDermond is Assistant Professor of 
New Testament at Messiah College and a 
member of the Grantham, Pa., congregation. 
Door, vol. #106(1989), p. 29] Unfor-
tunately, such di lemmas do not 
plague only the famous . A friend 
recently asked for advice. What 
would I say to the man in her church 
who was involved in an adulterous 
affair and did not perceive any in-
consistency between this and his 
Christian faith? This time I had at 
least a coherent response. 
Doub t and questioning covers a 
wide spectrum. Jude knew this was 
so, and he writes his brief letter in 
order to deal primarily with those 
people who openly follow lifestyles 
which run counter to the gospel. He 
looks at people who claim to be 
Christian and yet involve themselves 
in practices which God condemns. 
He concludes that they stand on 
dangerous ground. The history of 
God's interaction with persons who 
claim to be his and behave differ-
ently often results in disaster for the 
dubious claimants. Jude warns his 
readers that God will not stand idly 
by as people twist the gospel to jus-
tify their lifestyles. 
At the same time, there are those 
who question and doubt without 
striking at the core of the gospel. The 
uncertainties of life have a way of 
shaking even the firmest founda-
tions. When one's world begins to 
tremble, sometimes even those pos-
sessing a heretofore strong faith begin 
to quake, and in their confusion say, 
"I once knew everything, but now 
I 'm not sure." Jude wisely, in my 
estimation, tells us we need to be 
understanding of these people, whose 
circumstances have twisted their lives 
and cause them to ask difficult ques-
tions. These people are not the same 
as those who twist the gospel to jus-
tify their lifestyles. 
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verything, 
now. ff 0 0 
.by Jay McDermond 
The letter of Jude is clearly some-
thing of an unknown quanti ty in the 
m o d e r n church . T h i n k a b o u t it. 
When was the last t ime you heard a 
sermon on this epistle? And how 
many of your fr iends, when asked to 
name their favorite book of the 
Bible, instantly blurt out , "Jude"? If 
you read the letter, admit tedly you 
will f ind some unusual material in it. 
There is talk of angels and archan-
gels, illustrations of both well-known 
and not-so-well-known Old Testa-
ment figures like Cain and Korah. 
And perhaps most puzzling of all, in 
verses 14 and 15, Jude quotes f r o m a 
very unfamil iar book at tr ibuted to 
Enoch. 
Despite all of this "bad press" for 
the book , 1 think we would do well 
to hear William Barclay, a pious 
Scot t ish church leader , when he 
writes, " W h e n we unders tand Jude 's 
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thought and disentangle the situa-
tion against which he was writing, 
his letter becomes of the greatest 
interest for the history of the earliest 
church and by no means without 
relevance for today. There have been 
times in the history of the church, 
and especially in its revivals when 
Jude was not far f r o m being the 
most relevant book in the New Tes-
t a m e n t " [The Letters of John and 
Jude( Phila.: The Westminster Press, 
1976), p. 157], 
So that we might better under-
stand the letter, let's take some time 
to "disentangle" a port ion of Jude 's 
message to his first readers. 
One of the best ways to begin 
understanding a writer is to ask why 
he or she decides to even pick up the 
pen. When we communicate with 
another person we have an agenda. 
The same was true of first century 
communicators . The same was true 
for Jude. Wha t was Jude 's purpose 
for writing? After starting off with a 
rather s tandard opening in verses 
one and two, Jude 's words take on 
an air of urgency in verse three. He 
employs tense and pressing language: 
"I felt I had to write," "urge you," 
and "contend for the faith." Obviously 
something is amiss here. Why the 
seriousness? 
The very next verse succinctly 
reveals the na ture of the problem 
which this congregation faced: "Fo r 
certain men . . . have secretly slip-
ped in a m o n g you. They are godless 
men, who change the grace of ou r 
God into a license for immorali ty 
and deny Jesus Christ our only Sov-
ereign and Lord ." 
The letter offers up other tantaliz-
ing bits of informat ion about these 
wayward individuals. Verse eight 
tells us they "pollute their own bodies, 
reject authori ty and slander celestial 
beings." In verse 16 we see they "fol-
low their own evil desires; they boast 
about themselves and flatter others 
for their own advantage."The danger 
is compounded by the fact that these 
people are not just the rank and file 
church members. Verse 12's refer-
ence to them as "shepherds who feed 
only themselves" probably suggests 
the t roublemakers held positions of 
leadership within the congregation. 
Imagine a t tending a church where 
the pastor tells you that it is quite 
acceptable to practice immorali ty 
and reject o r thodox Christian doc-
trines. Now we better understand 
Jude's sense of urgency. 
Scholarly endeavors have helped 
us gain a clearer picture of what type 
of people had invaded the congrega-
tion to which Jude writes. Primarily, 
they are "ant inomian ." They argued 
that , since Christ has come to offer 
salvation and grace, the concept of 
Law is useless for true Christian 
believers. F o r them grace is the key 
Christian doctrine, and grace can 
forgive any sin. Paul came up against 
such thinking and writes about it in 
Romans 6. By making grace the cen-
7 once knew everything, but now .. " 
tral Christian doctrine, these heretics 
were able to just i fy any type of 
immorali ty. 
Their second erroneous point is 
found in their at t i tude toward God 
and Jesus ' identity, as verse four 
notes. The passing reference in verse 
25 to "the only G o d " reinforces this 
obse rva t ion . Seemingly the false 
teachers disseminated warped ideas 
regarding the uniqueness of both 
Jesus and God. Jude 's emphasis on 
"on ly" in both verses 4 and 25 would 
suggest that these men told their 
audience there were other gods to be 
respected and worshipped besides 
Jesus and God the Father . 
It so happens that we are able to 
place a n a m e on people who held 
beliefs along these lines. They were 
known as "Gnost ics ," and this reli-
gious movement rivaled early Chris-
tianity. The Gnostics basically be-
lieved that the universe contained 
two oppos ing forces of good and 
evil. Behind the spirit world was a 
good and loving god, who sent out 
emanat ions of his goodness. But the 
fu r the r the emanat ions moved f r o m 
the loving god, the more prone to 
evil they were. The physical world 
resulted f r o m the creative prowess of 
one of those judgmenta l and wicked 
godlike emanat ions . Therefore, the 
Gnostics viewed the physical world 
as evil and something f r o m which 
true spiritual beings needed to escape. 
H u m a n beings wrestle with a partic-
ularly difficult problem. We have 
physical bodies, and yet there is a 
spark of the spiritual god trapped 
inside us. The Gnostics argued that 
in order to free that divine spark, 
you must abuse the physical body as 
much as possible. Clearly the g roup 
of Gnostics which invaded Jude 's 
audience followed the path of licen-
t ious living in the hopes of setting 
free their divine sparks. 
J u d e points out, however, that 
such an approach to living is clearly 
not Christian. As he writes, Jude 
encourages the readers to reflect on 
6 
Jude wisely tells us 




twisted their lives 
and cause them to 
ask difficult 
questions. These 
people are not 
the same as those 
who twist the 
gospel to justify 
their lifestyles. 
the history of God's interaction with 
humanity. In verse seven he points 
out that the people of S o d o m and 
G o m o r r a h followed a path similar 
to that of the Gnostics, and God did 
not allow their behavior to go un-
judged. In verse 11 Jude notes three 
negative illustrations. To live accord-
ing to one's animal passions is to give 
into the way of Cain. According to 
Jewish traditions, Cain was not only 
the first murderer , but he also was 
held up as an example of selfishness. 
Jude 's contemporaries viewed Cain 
as a selfish, materialistic unbeliever 
(see Philo and the Jerusalem Tar-
gum). The second example is that of 
Balaam, the man who taught Israel 
to sin. In Numbers 22—25 we read 
of Balaam, his temptat ion to take 
bribes, his leading Israel astray and 
encouraging Baal worship. Final-
ly, Jude points to Korah and his 
rebellion against Moses ' leadership, 
noted in Numbers 16:1-35. When 
Aaron and the tribe of Levi were 
named to act as Israel's priests, Korah 
balked at this decision, having hoped 
he would be selected for this honor . 
A common thread running through 
these illustrations is that some peo-
ple live in open opposit ion to the will 
of God because they focus on them-
selves and their own basic desires. 
Jude tells his readers that such atti-
tudes are not limited only to the 
ancient days of Israel's history. In 
their very midst are men like Cain, 
Balaam, and Korah. As verse 23 
notes, when dealing with people like 
this one needs to be fearful. Their 
theories are appealing and all too 
easy to follow. Each person knows 
the power of self, and human beings 
tend to follow the path of least re-
sistance. These teachers are surely 
leading Jude 's readers down the gar-
den path. The temptat ion to allow 
self to reshape and mould the gospel 
of Jesus Christ was present in their 
midst. 
Wouldn' t it be wonderful if such 
thinking ceased to exist after Jude 
wrote his letter? We know all too 
well, however, that this is not the 
case. Char la tans are found in every 
genera t ion , each age experiences 
those manipula tors who want to 
twist the message of God for per-
sonal benefit, and our very nature 
encourages them. We all are tempt-
ed to look for the easy way. The self 
is quite powerful , and there are 
teachers a round who are more than 
willing to help us find the paths of 
least resistance. Each generation has 
more than enough leaders who know 
everything and offer sweet words of 
encouragement which appeal to the 
rebellious creature in each one of us. 
As Jude says, in verse 18, "In the last 
times there will be scoffers who will 
follow their own ungodly desires," 
and frequently they invite us to fol-
low along. We must be careful abou t 
whom we follow. 
But what of the people at the 
other end of the questioning spec-
t rum? How is the fellowship to deal 
with them? Wha t of the person 
whose faith is shaken by the circum-
stances of life? What of the individ-
ual who doubts not in order to jus-
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tify selfish passions, but questions 
because the issues and experiences of 
life cloud the image of God which 
seems so clear to others? Are these 
people in the same category? I believe 
J u d e would answer no. The com-
munity of God's people cannot ignore 
these people any more than it can 
ignore the false leaders, but the 
response needs to be different. 
In verses 22 and 23, Jude en-
courages the believers to "be merci-
ful to those who doubt ; snatch oth-
ers f r o m the fire and save them; to 
others show mercy, mixed with fear ." 
Clearly he envisions a variety of 
"doubte r s , " and a long with the va-
riety of "doub te r s" comes an assort-
ment of responses. Mercy is noted 
when ment ioning the first group. I 
take that initial g roup to be people 
like Amy, Susan, and myself—indi-
viduals who are knocked off center 
by an unexpected life event. We are 
people who have a s trong commit-
ment to God prior to that jarr ing 
news abou t a loved one. We are the 
people who, in light of this news, ask 
what kind of God allows this to 
happen. These "doubte rs" are those 
who experience a crisis and then re-
evaluate certain t ruths they have 
been taught and believed. 
Earlier I quoted William Barclay. 
His life provides an illustration of 
this type of " d o u b t e r " and how not 
to respond to him. One summer , 
while on vacat ion at the shore, Bar-
clay's daughter was swimming in the 
ocean and drowned. In such a situa-
tion one asks very hard questions, 
and Barclay was no different f r o m 
the average person. He wanted to 
know how an all-powerful Jesus 
could calm an angry sea in the first 
century and not save his beloved 
daughter in the twentieth century. 
He came to be somewhat skeptical 
abou t miracles performed over na-
ture in light of his experience. One 
day in the mail, while his grief was 
still ra ther intense, he received a 
caustic a n o n y m o u s letter informing 
him that if he was not so a r rogant as 
to question God's power, maybe his 
daughter would not have drowned. 
Those whose lives are twisted d o 
not need that type of help. When 
life's events hurl brothers and sisters 
into the dark cave of the unknown, 
whatever we do we should not cut 
the line which will help them return 
to the cave's mouth and daylight. 
The merciful person will not neces-
sarily be able to answer each and 
every difficult question, but he will 
be willing to help explore the cave, in 
order that the "doub te r " need not be 
alone. In the Christian walk, as in 
exploring caves, there is safety in 
numbers . Those who struggle with 
life-produced doubts need you who 
have clearer visions of where God is 
going. Be merciful to us, taking us by 
the hand and helping us to regain 
our vision of the merciful God who 
has called us. Help us to say, "I once 
knew everything, but now . . . I 
know enough." • 
Point of View 
The point at which I stand is very small. 
So long as I remain where I am, there is much that is hidden from me. 
When I move to another point, I see things differently. 
New possibilities, previously hidden, now present themselves to me. 
Sometime I am afraid to move from my point— 
Because it is mine and it takes energy to move. 
It's humbling to confess mine is not the only point. 
That is why I need you—because you see from a different point and 
I can be informed by you. 
Sometimes we quarrel and disagree because our view of 
reality is different. Perhaps if I could stand where you stand 
I might see things differently. 
Together our broader perspective can bring a better focus to the 
reality we both seek to understand. 
The point at which I stand is very small. 
That is why I need the Lord. 
He sees all points 
everywhere 
at all times 
and from every possible angle. 
His Point of View is not limited by time or space 
nor influenced by the whims of experience 
nor distorted by the pressures of need or desire. 
It is unchanging 
faithful 
true 
and altogether to be trusted. 
Lord, grant me to know your Point of View, for 
The point at which I stand is very small. 
Eugene Wingert 
Eugene Wingert is director of the Kenbrook Bible Camp, near Lebanon, Pa. He and his 
family are members of the Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church, Harrisburg, Pa. This was 
written during a 20-day wilderness trip with a number of students from Eastern Mennonite 
College. 
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The transformational 
Sunday school 
by David S. Young 
Concerned about the decline of 
the Sunday school, the Nurture Com-
mission of the Atlantic Nor th East 
District of the Church of the Brethren 
decided in 1987 to conduct a study of 
schools in the Believer's C h u r c h 
t radi t ion and thereby find dynamics 
which foster growth. 
The largest barrier in the study 
was the first step. National , district, 
and local offices of churches were 
contacted to find growing Sunday 
schools. The hope was to find five 
churches whose strength did not 
depend on some extenuating circum-
stances which led to rapid growth. 
After an intense search, five Sunday 
schools were identified f r o m four 
different denominat ions of the Be-
liever's Church tradition. 
Several characteristics were im-
med ia t e ly ev iden t . N o n e of the 
churches were located on a major 
road , so all gave the first appearance 
of being off the beaten track. None 
had a special set of circumstances 
like a windfall of people, money, or 
other resources. All buildings im-
pressed the onlooker in terms of 
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upkeep. Ramps , basketball hoops, 
and well-kept parking lots were in 
evidence. Most congregations had 
or will soon be involved in a building 
project. 
The five churches differed a lot in 
terms of locale, type of pastoral min-
istry and program. The Springfield 
(American) Baptist Church is in 
suburban Philadelphia, with a pastor 
and Christian education associate. 
The S tumptown Mennoni te Church 
is in rural Amish country in Lan-
caster County, with the free minis-
try. The M a n o r Brethren in Christ 
Church has a multiple staff and a 
large facility outside of Lancaster 
toward York. The Hempfield Church 
of the Brethren is near a small town 
outside Lancaster and has a pastor 
and an associate husband and wife 
team. The Moun t Wilson Church of 
the Brethren is in the rural hills south 
of Lebanon, where a husband and 
wife pastoral team has the wife 
primarily responsible for Christian 
education. 
In c o m m o n to all five churches is 
a successful Sunday school. Part of 
the informal sharing in small groups 
in the churches revealed that there is 
a whole host of untold stories of the 
impact of the Sunday school. One 
teacher comes off third shift to teach 
and is so enthusiastic that her co-
workers have been not ing her effort . 
A busy farming couple provided 
much inspiration for three genera-
tions of youth. One young person 
turned a round in lifestyle because of 
Sunday school and came back to tell 
the teacher. Teachers exist who can't 
wait to teach! With the stories just 
rolling out , could the way open to 
tell the story and build enthusiasm 
for the Sunday school? The impact is 
t remendous! 
Twelve factors did emerge for the 
successful Sunday school, the first of 
which is agape love. Love almost 
overwhelmed one when enter ing 
these churches . Peop le inqui red 
about your well-being and took care 
of your needs. Persons accepted one 
another and appreciated one another. 
People who were different in their 
background or who were close rela-
tives got along. The Manor Church 
Evangelical Visitor 
had intentionally strengthened the 
love fac tor by developing a shep-
herding program. The Sunday school 
p rogram offers a shepherd's class for 
persons assigned to a small g roup 
with w h o m they keep in contact dur-
ing the week. Love in action gener-
ates growth! 
A second factor is spiritual nur-
turing. Sunday school classes con-
sider this a priority. Adults saw their 
classes as an intentional group in 
which to grow. Alban Institute in its 
s tudy of 16 growing churches of 
mainl ine denomina t ions conf i rms 
this dynamic. According to the study 
new people can be found , but unless 
they go deeper in fai th , they soon 
become lost. Persons coming out of 
the self-help movements of the 1960s 
and '70s live with a kind of commit -
ment anxiety. The search for nur tur-
ing of the spirit is on and must be 
met by excellent planning and mean-
ingful opportunit ies. 
The S t u m p t o w n Church is a u-
nique example of such spiritual nur-
turing. With average a t tendance of 
221, there are now 10 active adult 
Sunday school classes. Each oper-
ates as a small g r o u p where persons 
nur tu re one ano ther in faith and 
share in life concerns. The entire 
Sunday school at S tumptown reflects 
the strength of small groups which 
are intentional faith suppor t com-
munities. Because of this second fac-
tor , the results of this study are 
called the t rans format iona l Sunday 
school. Doro thy Harnish of the Lan-
caster Conference of Mennonites 
suggests that t r ans format ion is such 
a better concept than success. The 
marks of Isaiah to act justly, love 
tenderly, and walk humbly point to 
faith t ransformat ion within people. 
Bible study is a third crucial factor 
c o m m o n to these Sunday schools. If 
the spiritual journey is the focus, 
then the Bible is the guide in leading 
people in their pilgrimage. At Spring-
field there is a clear sense of people 
guided by a biblical faith. The cur-
riculum reflects it. Teachers utilize 
creative techniques to bring the gos-
pel alive. In all of these churches, 
there is a clear sense of want ing to 
know Jesus with a positive out look. 
An earlier study of Sunday schools 
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10 years ago, which involved the 
church I was serving, revealed the 
same factor across very diverse de-
nominat ional lines. Creative Bible 
study is essential to t ransformat ion 
in Sunday school. 
Good teachers are the factor that 
receives the highest overall ranking 
for importance in the Sunday school. 
Good teachers prepare ahead, pro-
vide interesting classes, and are ex-
cited about teaching. Preparat ion is 
matched by presentation. Apprecia-
tion is offered to teachers in these 
congregat ions . T h e next bumper 
sticker for the church may well 
underscore this four th factor, "Have 
you hugged your Sunday school 
teacher today?" 
At the Hempfield Church there is 
on ly a five percen t t u r n o v e r in 
teachers, low by any s tandards in 
industry. Teachers come early and 
prepare classrooms at Mt. Wilson. 
At S tumptown, teachers take chil-
dren on trips. At Springfield, teachers 
proceed with projects and are consid-
ered the backbone of the program. 
Over and over, the work, resource-
fulness, dedication, and impact of 
teachers was underscored. 
Leadership is a f if th essential fac-
tor. Superintendents, committee mem-
bers and coordinators provide lead-
ership. All of these Sunday schools 
are well organized. Leaders plan 
ahead, utilize people and do the 
required foliowup. The structure is 
more than just running smoothly. 
Leaders are helping an organization 
None of the twelve 
Sunday schools 
studied considered 
themselves all that 
special. They were 
just doing what 
they were doing 
very well and 
consistently. 
meet needs by utilizing persons to 
fulfill p rogram goals. Leaders stood 
out in the groups. They would aff i rm 
diversity, project plans, and encour-
age positive aspects of what was 
happening. They aff irmed that they 
had not arrived but looked forward 
to improvement in the future. 
Adult education is the sixth factor 
which stood out as somewhat of a 
surprise. The philosophy had often 
been prevalent to get the children 
and then you get the adults. In the-
ory and in practice, this study re-
vealed the exact opposite. People 
wanted to share the excitement of 
their adult class. Classes vary in size 
f r o m 6 to 50, but in each case they 
are studying substantial curriculum, 
often according to topic. This em-
phasis on adult education reflects 
the focus of the Believer's Church 
t r a d i t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o D o r o t h y 
Harnish because we have always 
spoken about adults coming to faith. 
Much at tent ion is paid in these 
churches to adult educational expe-
riences. In fact, it is because of adult 
education that many of the building 
projects are underway or being con-
sidered! 
Interaction is the seventh factor. 
Interaction is noted both a m o n g 
people within and without their walls 
as a congregation. People in these 
churches get along. In the survey, 
most people marked the lowest pos-
sible score on a question abou t 
whether unresolved conflict ham-
pered the church's decision making. 
Differences are present but are 
handled openly. In the same manner , 
people go beyond their own walls to 
do things for people outside the 
church giving such interaction a ser-
vice orientat ion. The Hempfield 
Church has a special fr iends pro-
gram for those who are handicapped. 
Persons of the Mt. Wilson congrega-
tion took off work to drive thou-
sands of nails in their new addit ion 
so that money could be saved for 
hunger and other outreach minis-
tries. Notices of C R O P walks at 
M a n o r and service emphases in 
classes at S tumptown reflected this 
reaching out. The journey inward is 
matched by the journey outward. 
Factor eight is physical resources. 
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Resources for Discipling 
New Believers 
Life With God: 
Basics for New Christians 
by Helen Johns 
Single copy: 
Ten-pack: 
$ 2.95 U.S. 
$23.95 U.S. 
Seven short, down-to-earth sections, 
each followed with Bible study questions, 
provide an excellent tool for use in disci-
pling a new believer. The 64-page book 
includes topics such as prayer, Bible study, 
fellowship, worship, overcoming doubts 
and fears, and telling others about your 
new-found faith. This is the first in a series 
of "Life With God" studies designed pri-
marily for one-to-one use with a new 
Christian. The books can also be used in a 
small-group setting. 
Life With God: Love in Action 
by Helen Johns 
The second book in the series Life With 
God: Love in Action attempts to lead the 
growing, new believer into a dynamic 
response to God's love. Six easy-to-read 
chapters focus on the topics "Love in 
Action," "Love Serves," "Love Gives," 
"Love's Power Source" (the Holy Spirit), 
"Love Restores" (positive relationships and 
reconciliation), and "Love Prepares" (a call 
to holy living). Like the first book in the 
series, Love in Action has short chapters of 
text followed by Bible study and discussion 
questions. A new feature is the "Up Close 
and Personal" sections, inviting the reader 
to study longer Bible passages to learn 
about the selected Bible characters. 
Used together, the two books could con-




$ 2,95 U.S. 
$23.95 U.S. 
La Vida Con Dios 
by Helen Johns 
The Spanish edition of Life With God: Basics for New Christians was first 
published in 1989. Currently the Evangel Publishing House stock of this title is 
sold out. A second printing is planned for Spring 1990. 
A vailablefrom your local Christian Light Bookstore, or order from Evangel Publishing 
House with our toll-free number, 800-822-5919 (except Indiana or Canada). In 
Canada, please order from Evangel of Canada, P.O. Box 294, Brantford, Ont. N3T 
5M8. Phone 519-753-1903. 
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Why put all that money into brick 
a n d m o r t a r ? In te res t ing ly these 
churches called their facilities "build-
ing resources." Since most all the 
churches in the study are building or 
have recently completed structures, I 
was able to observe feelings about 
buildings. The focus in each case was 
in their mission with debate on facil-
ity more over how to match growing 
needs with creative use of structure. 
At S tumptown, two sections of 
the old horse shed are t ransformed 
into a workshop and room for youth 
Torchbearers club. All buildings are 
clean with old port ions remodeled 
for new uses. With newsprint under-
arm, I was mistaken for an architect 
at Stumptown. I could feel the energy 
in that building committee. The sanc-
tuary at Hempfield leads you into 
worship. As one member at Spring-
field observed, facilities are not ev-
erything, but inadequate facilities 
can restrict your growth. Growing 
churches push out walls. 
Pastoral staff is the ninth factor. 
In each case pastors were supportive 
of the Sunday school. Staff was very 
involved in planning, teaching, and 
carrying out the church's program. 
Interestingly, in most meetings the 
pastor said very little. This was the 
people's program. However in action, 
pastoral staff organized, preached, 
visited, found resources, set up work-
shops, and helped coordinate events. 
Staff was clearly in there working. 
All pastors conveyed high regard for 
their congregation, and churches ap-
preciated their pastoral leadership. 
Truly, a team spirit prevailed. 
Meeting needs of students was a 
clear tenth factor . Giving at tention 
to satisfying classroom experiences 
yielded many positive marks. Teach-
ers utilized pictures on walls, learn-
ing centers, and creative ways to 
present the lesson. Personal contact 
between teacher and pupil is essen-
tial. Rather than splitting up long-
standing relationships, these churches 
would begin new classes to handle 
growth. Classes would respond to 
people's needs in the moment and 
adap t accordingly. All efforts were 
pointed toward having a good class. 
An eleventh factor discovered is a 
people factor. Given all of the above, 
Evangelical Visitor 
there were special individuals who 
over long periods made a t remen-
dous impact. At Stumptown, a "candy 
m a n " greets children after Sunday 
school. This is not an a t tempt to give 
something so children will come. 
Rather the candy m a n has estab-
lished a special relationship with 
children, and they gravitate toward 
him. One superintendent at Spring-
field has visited children in his de-
par tment for 30 years. The impact is 
felt by families who cherish his inter-
est. Upon reflection, the department 
also feels the impact in that they now 
discover a zero percent turnover in 
teachers in five years. Special people 
are not known for being flashy or 
extra talented but for their interest 
and consistency. A legacy begins 
a round such people's efforts. 
The final factor is each of these 
churches is building on strengths. 
None is focusing on their weaknesses 
or trying to copy what is successful 
for someone else. One could say that 
they are responding to needs and 
being called by God to unique minis-
tries. In church renewal there are a 
number of approaches. Some plans 
are inherently built on weaknesses or 
at tempts to create something that 
does not exist. This study reveals the 
impact of churches discovering who 
they are, feeling good about it, and 
enthusiastically building upon past 
achievements. Building on strengths 
is important . The Manor Church 
commented how God wanted the 
church to grow! Yes, God is willing 
t ransformat ion and growth in the 
Sunday school. 
What can be concluded f r o m all 
this information about t ransforma-
tional Sunday schools? First of all, 
they do exist. There are healthy edu-
cational environments which are grow-
ing in strength. These churches attract 
people. In the language of t ransfor-
mation, the inner growth in faith 
attracts people to invest in the jour -
ney. Twelve factors clearly emerge in 
churches having such experiences. 
None of the schools considered them-
selves all that special. They were just 
doing what they were doing very 
well and consistently. Such expe-
riences can point to factors for growth 
in others. • 
Some thoughts on "Vision Planning" 
Targeting leadership for 
Kingdom building 
Visitor readers know that the Brethren 
in Christ have given considerable atten-
tion to our denominational structures in 
the decade of the '80s. In 1984 we 
adopted some new structures designed 
for more effective service to Brethren in 
Christ congregations and outreach 
through evangelism and church plant-
ing. The agencies initiated at that time 
produced helpful programs in congrega-
tional life, brotherhood concerns, and 
church planting. Pastors and congrega-
tions were enriched by their services. 
Measuring the effectiveness of a de-
nomination's ministry is not easy. Some 
objective criteria, however, include wor-
ship attendance and church growth. For 
instance, one new movement coming 
onto the evangelical scene in United 
States in the past 15 years or less has 
generated some 300 congregations na-
tionwide, some of them numbering 1,000 
Owen H. Alderfer is bishop of the Central 
Conference. 
or more in attendance. In contrast, 
many of the mainline denominations 
have lost membership and attendance in 
the past 20 years—as much as 15 per-
cent. That is quite a few people lost to 
the church if a denomination began the 
skid with as many as ten million mem-
bers, as is the case in at least one 
instance. 
These are some highs and lows in the 
current scene as I know it. How do the 
Brethren in Christ compare in these 
regards? Well, we have done better than 
hold our own: We have managed ap-
proximately a 2.4 percent gain per year 
in North America from 1978 through 
1987. That is close to what we have done 
during all the years since the restructure 
adopted in 1957. 
Although numbers are only a small 
part of the picture, they are significant. 
As these and other factors have been 
considered among us, some significant 
questions have been asked by responsi-
ble people in the denomination: What is 
by Owen H. Alderfer 
our vision for the Brethren in Christ? 
What hinders achievement of our vision? 
What steps must be taken to help us 
accomplish our vision? 
In late summer and fall of 1988, 
denominational leaders began facing 
issues and asking hard questions about 
our situation. Approaching a meeting of 
the Council on Ministry and Mission— 
a gathering of the bishops and executive 
directors of the church agencies—each 
participant was asked to write a state-
ment assessing our situation and con-
sidering immediate needs for the de-
nomination along with their views for 
our future. Statements were to reflect 
the insights of the individuals along with 
the groups and agencies each represented. 
When the materials were submitted 
by church leaders and studied by the 
Board of Bishops, a variety of topics 
came forward. Among the statements, 
however, one concern appeared in every 
presentation: leadership. Analysis of the 
continued on page 15 




o contemporary perspective 
by Luke L. Keefer, Jr. 
Nonconfo rmi ty is a word victim-
ized by a conspiracy of silence! Two 
generations ago it was overused in 
the Brethren in Christ vocabulary. 
The generat ion which immediately 
preceded the present one took steps 
to restrict its use. It was a painful 
process. People were hurt even as 
the denomina t ion sought to do well. 
The t r a u m a that generat ion went 
th rough in trying to reassess the 
meaning and adjust the practices of 
nonconformi ty was p ro found! One 
indication of the t r auma is the unwill-
ingness of that genera t ion—and it is 
the generation of present leadership 
at all levels in the church—to use the 
word in general. If used at all, it is 
of ten cast in a negative light, with 
furt ive references to past excesses. 
Luke Keefer, Jr. is Associate Professor of 
Church History and Theology at Ashland 
Theological Seminary and chairman of the 
Brethren in Christ Board for Ministry and 
Doctrine. He and his family attend the Ash-
land Brethren in Christ Church, Ashland, 
OH. Reprinted by permission from the 
Spring 1988 issue of Shalom!, the publication 
of the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
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The impression conveyed is that 
protective silence is the best way to 
deal with this dangerous word. 
But nonconformi ty is part of the 
biblical vocabulary! Romans 12:2 
says , "Do not conform any longer to 
the pat tern of this world, but be 
t ransformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God's will is—his 
good, pleasing, and perfect will." 
Scripture warns against worldliness, 
making it the opposite of God's will 
(1 John 2:15-17). Jesus prayed that 
his disciples would be kept f r o m the 
evil of the world, even as they lived 
their lives and performed their ser-
vice in that corrupt world ( John 17, 
especially verses 13-19). Paul called 
Christians to separation f r o m the 
world, especially intimate associa-
tions and partnerships that com-
promised one's Christian testimony 
(2 Corinthians 6:14-18). Peter calls 
Christians "a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people belonging to 
G o d " and urges them to live as 
"aliens and strangers in the wor ld" 
which is given to sinful desires (1 
Peter 2:9-12). 
It would be a simple mat ter to 
multiply biblical texts on this issue, 
for it is a basic theme in Scripture. 
Nearly every book in the Bible con-
tains the basic conviction that the 
people of God are distinctly different 
f r o m those who do not know God. 
This difference is due to God's salva-
tion, which has enabled the fai thful 
to see life in terms of God's inten-
tions. Consequently, their desires, 
their actions, their attitudes, their 
activities, and even their language is 
different f r o m those who are not 
converted to God. 
M a n y Chr i s t i ans acknowledge 
these texts and themes in Scripture. 
They have differed, however, over 
their practical app l i ca t ions—how 
seriously to take the doctrine and 
how rigorously to apply it to life. 
Some minimize its seriousness by 
making the conversion experience 
alone the guarantee of eternal life. 
This relegates all the commandments 
for discipleship to a secondary sta-
tus, commendable if one chooses to 
do them, but not necessary for salva-
tion. Others tend to think their cul-
ture is Christianized and, thus, see 
little need for believers to differ f r o m 
it. 
The Brethren in Christ histori-
cally have belonged to those groups 
which tried to maximize the impor-
tance of this doctrine of nonconform-
ity. This expressed itself in plainness 
Evangelical Visitor 
MITY 
The concept of "nonconformity "has been a difficult one for the Brethren 
in Christ in recent years. As we've moved away from our traditional 
separatism (expressed in such visible ways as plain dress), there has been a 
mixture of relief at not being so odd anymore and concern that we've 
thrown out the baby with the bath water. 
Nonconformity needs to be contemporized. If Paul's admonition not to 
let the world squeeze us into its mold still has any relevance, then we need to 
figure out how to live in the world and enjoy its good things, and yet live the 
holy lives God requires. Dialogue on "contemporary nonconformity"was 
begun by the Boardfor Brotherhood Concerns two years ago in the Spring 
1988 issue of Shalom! One article from that issue is being reprinted here, 
along with a new one by a young Brethren in Christ minister-in-training, in 
an effort to continue the dialogue. The Boardfor Brotherhood Concerns 
invites your response to these articles and your specific ideas for what 
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of dress, simplicity of lifestyle, suspi-
cion of secular education, tardiness 
in accepting technology, shunning 
political office, refusal of military 
service, refraining f r o m labor unions 
and secret societies, and f rowning 
u p o n addictive substances like to-
bacco and alcohol, to name just a 
few applications. 
Then came the period of reas-
sessment and readjustment noted 
earlier. Many felt the biblical princi-
ples were being maintained, while 
practices alone were updated to meet 
the needs of the present age. Tha t 
seems to have been the intention a 
generat ion ago. But it is now clear 
that we have suffered serious losses 
in bo th principles and practices. If 
for no other reason than the strange 
silence in our teaching and preach-
ing, the biblical view has become 
blurred. M a n y do not see the neces-
sary biblical connec t ion between 
discipleship and salvation. And quite 
a few naively consider Nor th Ameri-
can culture to be Christianized. They 
resist effor ts to get them to stand out 
in their identity f r o m it. 
How, then, can we now recover 
sharp awareness of this biblical doc-
trine and fa i thfu l applications of it 
for our time? I doub t if it will happen 
by itself, apar t f r o m a more general 
sp i r i tua l revival t h r o u g h o u t the 
church. But at all costs the conspir-
acy of silence must be broken! Non-
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conformity must be preached f rom 
the pulpit, discussed in the class-
room, and taught in the home. The 
demonic pressures in society have 
intensified; this is no time for the 
church to be lax in fort ifying Chris-
tians to withstand the world's attack 
upon morals and ethics. 
To be meaningful , nonconformity 
must be a group task. Personal con-
science is necessary in many areas of 
life, but, in order for a stand to be 
taken as the people of God, a large 
g roup has to have a c o m m o n com-
mitment to godliness. One reason 
why so many Christians are falling 
into sin today is because they have 
been left to their own resources, 
without group accountability and 
without group caring. And, strange 
as it might seem, those two do go 
toge the r . Ind iv idua l i sm des t roys 
both , for, when we refuse to make 
g roup commitments , we also send a 
message that we do not want the 
g roup to exercise care over us. No 
age has complained more about the 
lack of love and caring in society and 
in the church. Yet, few societies have 
been as resistant to group commit-
ments. There is a cause-effect rela-
tionship involved here. Social rela-
tionships, marriage for example, en-
hance caring through binding obliga-
tions. 
Responsible nonconformity means 
we must honestly dialogue with our 
heritage. Tradit ion should not have 
the last word , but it deserves to have 
the first word, giving us a place f r o m 
which to start. Our forebearers have 
much to say to us about materialism, 
militarism, and the implications of 
separation regarding attire, speech, 
vocation, and leisure activities. We 
can learn f r o m their godly example 
as well as f r o m their successes and 
failures on particular issues. Then, 
we must carry on the conversation 
a m o n g ourse lves , giving t ime a 
chance for bonding us together and 
for forming c o m m o n unders tand-
ings. Quick legislation is not the 
answer, for it tends to settle for least 
common denominator decisions, that 
don ' t prove very significant, or high-
sounding statements which are not 
personally owned by a major i ty of 
the people. If we are both patient 
and persistent, changes will come in 
both thinking and acting. 
Nonconformi ty must be positive 
in its orientation. Church history 
teaches us that nonconformity has 
frequently wrecked on the rocks of 
negativism and traditionalism. When 
the " thou shalt no t " list gets too long, 
nonconformi ty is in trouble. This is 
especially true when reasons for a 
practice cannot be tied to a meaning-
ful aspect of Christian life at the 
present time. Nonconformity is meant 
to help us be more fai thful followers 
of the Jesus way of life. If we test our 
13 
group commitments against this goal, 
we are more apt to settle for guide-
lines that enhance dynamic spiritual 
life. Most Christ ians do desire to be 
better disciples of Jesus, and they 
will respond enthusiastically to steps 
that help them realize this goal. 
M a n y will even bear the cross of 
Christ across the grain of personal 
preference and societal expectations, 
if they are convinced that it is neces-
sary in order to walk in fellowship 
with Christ. 
I have addressed the matter of 
process, rather than specific content, 
because that seems to me to be the 
by Mark Wastler 
Someone recently asked me what 
my religious upbr inging was. I re-
sponded with my usual answer, "raw 
p a g a n i s m . " H e said euphemistically, 
"Oh , Commit ted Pagan ." Fur ther 
c o n t e m p l a t i n g h is r e s p o n s e , I 
thought , "Yeh, that was it." I grew 
up learning to esteem and pursue 
pleasure, money, self, and country. 
The concepts of denial, giving, com-
m u n i t y , a n d non re s i s t ance were 
heretical f r o m my point of view. 
H o w could someone believe these 
things and be a real person? Well, 
the story of my life, up to this point, 
is the eventual adop t ion of these 
ideas. 
I became a Christian in my late 
teens. I did not think, nor was I 
taught , that being a Christ ian meant 
having a different lifestyle. Of course 
1 knew not to commit adultery, 
murder , steal, or any of those other 
things in Paul 's list of vices. I con-
tinued in my pursuit of a military 
career, enter ta inment , and a self 
Mark Wastler and his wife Michele are 
active members of the Grantham (PA) con-
gregation. Mark is a sophomore at Messiah 
College, training for the pastoral ministry-
He currently serves as a pastoral intern at the 
Grantham Church. 
place where we must begin. People 
all over the church are feeling the 
pressure of contemporary culture. 
Urgent questions need to be ad-
dressed. Many just seem to be wait-
ing for someone to moderate the 
fo rum and declare the meeting open 
for discussion. Individualism is prov-
ing to be a hard taskmaster , and the 
climate is ripe for group commit-
ment and caring. If one has eyes to 
see and ears to hear, the present gen-
erat ion of Brethren in Christ people 
believe a fresh appreciat ion of non-
conformity might well be the salva-
tion we most need. • 
glorifying lifestyle. Little did I know 
that an innocent visit to Lancaster 
County was about to change all of 
that. 
There were three things that influ-
enced me on my path to noncon-
fo rmi ty : the Bre thren in Chris t , 
Amish/ Mennonite friends, and Scrip-
ture. When I became involved in the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church, 
I soon discovered the Anabapt is t 
heritage of the denomination. An 
obvious component of that heritage 
was nonconfo rmi ty—his to r i ca l ly 
called separation. Parallel to the 
Brethren in Christ connection was 
the Amish /Mennon i t e influence. I 
began to make friends in other Ana-
baptist heritages. The third and the 
most important influence was the 
Bible. The people I talked to and the 
literature I read all pointed me to the 
Word of God. F r o m these three 
sources, I developed my current con-
cept of nonconformity. 
Nonconformi ty can be an ambig-
uous term. Before going on, perhaps 
it ought to be defined. Historically, 
nonconformity has meant a radical 
separation f rom the larger culture. 
The "wor ld" is seen to be at odds 
with the Christian. In the past, the 
visible manifestations of separation 
were plain clothes, not engaging in 
popular enter tainment , and not par-
ticipating in non-church organiza-
tions. It was defined in the negative, 
i.e., what a person did not do, as 
opposed to what one did do. 
To define a term through histori-
cal analysis is easier to do than 
define that term in a contemporary 
context. This idea of separation, 
today, is exactly that—an idea. There 
are few visible manifestations in the 
Brethren in Christ. Today it takes on 
the fo rm of pushing for peace legisla-
tion, voting in patterns that support 
peace and justice, and a few exam-
ples of modest living. It also includes 
some lifestyle issues, such as sexual 
morals, which go against the current 
of accepted standards in society. 
Knowing where I come f rom, and 
what nonconformity means histori-
cally, I now want to describe how my 
wife and I are a t tempt ing to live a 
nonconformist lifestyle. We have 
taken the historical view and blended 
it with contemporary issues and ideas. 
This blend gives us a unique perspec-
tive. Nonconformi ty shows in our 
political life, our entertainment, and 
our dress. 
First, nonconformity shows up in 
our political life. We live in an age 
that tries to legislate people's thoughts 
and actions. If someone is not con-
forming with society, a law is passed 
to regulate their behavior. We need 
not look far for examples; the recent 
flag burning issue is a case in point. 
The early brethren (and sisters') posi-
t ion on the government was that 
church members should not vote. 
They thought government was: (1) a 
means of coercion to be shunned by 
peace-loving people, and (2) a worldly 
institution in which Christians have 
no place. In light of the tradit ional 
Anabapt is t view, we are apolitical. 
We do not vote, nor do we sympa-
thize with a particular political party. 
Secondly, the concept of noncon-
formity shows up in the entertain-
ment we choose. Our culture is 
inunda ted with en ter ta inment . A 
strong argument could be made that 
our society revolves around enter-
Nonconformity: 
action or idea? 
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ta inment . What is the goal of our 
enter ta inment pursuits? T o glorify 
God? Perhaps it is at times. To bring 
our families closer together? That 
can be done. T o distract us f r o m our 
everyday lives? This is the thing I am 
afra id happens most. Television and 
movies are generally a passive expe-
rience. We need not think much or 
d o much to be entertained by them. 
They take our at tent ion off of people 
or God and place it somewhere else. 
Media enter tainment (television 
and movies) in America is f looded 
with images and concepts that are 
hostile to Christianity. Soap operas 
are filled with sinful subterfuge and 
immoral i ty. Nearly all films contain 
one or more of the following: sex, 
violence, or defying of authori ty. 
They contain these things so they 
can appeal to society. 1 must admit 
that there are exceptions to this. We 
must all agree, however, that the 
e x c e p t i o n s a r e a n i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
minority. 
Because of the points illustrated 
above, and the historical position of 
the Brethren in Christ against worldly 
enter ta inment , we shun the media. 
We do not have a television (we 
recently sold it), nor do we patronize 
movies. It is not only a pleasure to 
not see things that oppose Christian 
morals , but it is refreshing not to be 
b o m b a r d e d with commercials pro-
mot ing materialism. 
Finally, nonconformi ty manifests 
itself in the way we dress. The Bible 
clearly s tands fo r modesty in dress. 
Modes ty is defined by looking at his-
tory, and where the culture is pres-
ently. Fads and fashions are things 
tha t are par t of the "American way." 
Our spiritual forefathers and moth-
ers, however, reacted strongly against 
fashion. One only has to look at the 
plain clothes to see this. The cutt ing 
edge of fashion today is ant imodest . 
If one questions this, just go to the 
magazine rack in the grocery store 
and look at a fashion magazine. 
H o w can the Christian be modest , 
and yet not be radical sectarian? 
I try to be separate in my dress. I 
wear da rk slacks, simple colored 
Oxford shirts, and black shoes. So 
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what? Well, first of all it is practical. I 
do not have to make a variety of 
fashion choices when I shop. It is 
also easy for my wife to buy clothes 
for me. Secondly, it identifies me 
with a people. By dressing plain, 
people recognize that I am f rom an 
Anabaptis t tradition. Thirdly, it sets 
me apart . It serves to remind me that 
I a m not of this world, but hold 
citizenship in the kingdom of God. 
M a n y people have asked me why I 
dress plain, which has given me an 
opportuni ty to witness. 
The above items are positive as-
pects of nonconformity. They are 
things that I do to carry out a biblical 
command . There is also a side of 
n o n c o n f o r m i t y which I h a v e n ' t 
mentioned—att i tude. We should, as 
Christians, be positive, hopeful, hum-
ble, and virtuous people. Being those 
things will drastically separate us 
f r o m the world. Snobbery and legal-
ism have no place in Christianity. 
They have been past elements of our 
nonconformi ty and have caused us 
to now concentrate on the at t i tude 
aspect of separation rather than the 
visible manifestations. A wholistic 
concept of nonconformity will blend 
both Christian attitudes and visible 
actions. 
Finally, I would like to say a few 
ideas about the church and noncon-
formity. First, communi ty support is 
essential. Trying to be separated 
f r o m the world is a difficult task. 
When temptations or discouragement 
hit, it is good to have a believing 
community to support you. Secondly, 
we cannot divorce our present ideas 
of nonconformi ty f r o m the past. We 
stand in a cont inuum of history. Our 
past must be dealt with and under-
stood before we can begin to under-
stand where we are now. Blind reac-
tion to the past results in failure in 
the present. Thirdly, nonconformity 
demands a serious commitment to 
God. We do not separate ourselves 
f r o m the world for the sake of sepa-
ration; we do it because God wants 
it. We are not merely separated, but 
we are separated un to God. We 
should be different in a godly way— 
a Christian counter culture. • 
Targeting leadership 
for Kingdom building . . . 
continued from page 11 
materials seemed to be saying that if the 
Brethren in Christ are to do God's work 
in the world, we must give new and 
deliberate attention to leadership. A 
phrase emerged that summarized the 
concern and gave it focus: "Targeting 
leadership for kingdom building." 
The materials submitted and the 
thoughts they generated became the 
theme for study by the Council on Min-
istry and Mission and later for the 
Board of Administration. Those involved 
began to see this concern as a basic need 
that deserves immediate attention, and 
so work was initiated that has led to 
"Vision Planning" for consideration by 
the church in General Conference 1990. 
Concepts that developed in the pro-
cess include the following: Leadership 
does not just happen; it comes about 
with experience and training. It comes 
forward when leaders are designated 
and authority is given them. It requires 
time—time for generating vision, plan-
ning programs, setting forth expecta-
tions, and following through with work 
begun. Effective leadership is generally 
concentrated in a few and shared with 
the many. These are persons who know 
leadership styles and can select the ap-
propriate style for the given situation, 
who can stimulate vision and inspire 
others to follow them, and who can pass 
along to others understanding of how 
people are led. 
What emerged and is being presented 
is not a picture of a power elite, but of 
servant leadership through which the 
body is inspired for a task and directed 
in how to achieve it. In "Targeting lead-
ership for kingdom building" the hope is 
that qualified and proven persons will 
be designated to lead, that they will 
inspire and equip others to be follower-
leaders in accomplishing God's work in 
the world. These are servant-leaders 
whose mission is the work of the Lord— 
not their own agenda or simply "church 
work." The designated leaders will be 
freed up for the task. Their vision and 
gifts will be passed on through the 
bishops who under Vision Planning are 
freed up to equip pastors for more effec-
tive leadership in the local congrega-
tions. More effective pastors will mean 
equipped people inspired and prepared 
to do the work of kingdom building in 
the communities where they serve. • 
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< W F L L I 0 in the 
Great Commission 
The Brethren in Christ Church has 
taken the Great Commission seriously 
throughout its history, especially in for-
eign missions in the last 100 years. It still 
does; this is validated by the fact that we 
have 130 people serving overseas, and 
we operate within a budget of $ 1,600,000. 
Last year, Martha and I were involved 
in a round the world missionary jour-
ney. We financed this journey person-
ally with the strong encouragement of 
our missions executives. Our purpose 
was twofold: 
1. to see what God is doing in our 
overseas fields so that we may share it 
with the home church. 
2. to minister internationally as re-
quested by our overseas leaders. 
As a result of this missionaryjourney 
we are now speaking on missions in 
many places, even outside the Brethren 
in Christ Church. We often share in 
what we call "missions motivation." 
We sense that there is high interest 
across our brotherhood in understand-
ing what is happening in our overseas 
missions. There has been a request that 
our talks be taped. This has been done, 
and tapes are available. 
"Networking" is a very significant 
word now. This concept is used in the 
drug culture, in the crime centers and in 
business ventures around the world. 
Brethren in Christ Missions are also 
"networking." We are linked to high 
quality organizations such as Operation 
Mobilization, Teen Mission, and Inter-
national Placement Service. These 
organizations also network back with us 
and are part of a high quality system. 
Dr. Henry A. Ginder is a retired bishop 
and is now serving as a missions associate as 
well as in many other ways. 
by Henry A. Ginder 
What we saw and what we say reflect 
the following: 
We are relational 
God helps to love people in any cul-
ture. In Japan, we were very pleased 
with our contacts with the membership 
and leadership of our church. While the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Japan is 
short on men, we did stay in the home of 
a very fine doctor and his family and in 
the home of a banker and his family. We 
will not forget the beautiful women in 
the Sunday morning worship service in 
Tokyo. These lovely, godly ladies shed 
tears of rejoicing just as in any other 
culture around the world as they expe-
rienced the new revelation of Jesus and 
his love. 
The people of Thailand are also beau-
tiful. We saw many needy people there 
but enjoyed very much working with 
our leadership and relating to the people 
of this great land which is 93 percent 
Buddhist. We found that through the 
relationships already built by our people 
there we could experience high quality 
fellowship with their Buddhist friends. 
Our contacts in India also vindicated 
the fact that we are relational in our 
ministries around the world. In North 
Bihar the church leaders speak with 
great appreciation of our missionaries of 
the past. The church is now being led by 
national leadership. We were excited 
about this. In Orissa, which is a new 
frontier for us, the new believers were 
very loving and kind. When we arrived 
at a village where they were waiting for 
worship, they came and literally danced 
us into the service. There was a marvel-
ous, almost miraculous communication 
of love and joy. We sensed their love 
but, of course, could not communicate, 
so we said, "God bless you, bless your 
heart and bless you all!" Rev. Pramod 
Roul, our host, said, "We were blessed 
by the ton." 
We were excited about Jesus 
To us it was very important to see 
what this powerful gospel is doing around 
the world. Colossians 1:6 says, "All over 
the world this gospel is producing fruit 
and growing, just as it has been doing 
among you since the day you heard it 
and understood God's grace in all its 
truth." 
This we saw and felt all the way 
around the world. My, how we rejoiced! 
We are thrilled with Brethren in Christ 
missions! 
In North Bihar, India, the people's 
love for Jesus was clearly felt. This was 
expressed even in the care of the physi-
cal plants that were built while our mis-
sionaries were there. Even though there 
was some destruction from the earth-
quake nearly two years ago, this is being 
repaired. In Madhipura, in connection 
with repairing the church, they are 
enlarging it. 
The building of the large new hostel in 
Purnea, which was dedicated this fall at 
the seventy-fifth anniversary of our work 
there, expressed the love and care that 
our leadership has in the young people 
of their country. 
In Orissa, the new believers' love for 
Jesus was very strong. Even though 
there is much persecution, Rev. Bijoy 
Roul says he does not know of one new 
believer who has turned back from 
Christ. We shared with Pramod in a 
regional gathering which included the 
baptism of 46 people. This was a high 
privilege. 
In Japan God is blessing the local 
leaders with vision and burden. Some of 
the churches have shown good strength. 
The president of the church asked me to 
give a ninety minute seminar on sancti-
fication to the leadership people in 
Tokyo. I was to emphasize the fact that 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit motivates 
the church to outreach and soul winning. 
In Japan it was also a great joy to 
share with Dr. and Mrs. Doyle Book in 
speaking in the chapel service at a Chris-
tian Academy (high school) for girls. I 
spoke the Christmas 1988 message to 
1,600 beautiful girls. What a thrill! 
In Thailand our excitement about 
Jesus shows in the way our personnel 
relate gently and lovingly to the people 
there. Even though serving profession-
ally as an engineer, homemaker and 
teachers, they share their genuine love 
with the people with whom they relate. 
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We prepare leaders for the future 
We routed ourselves via Nairobi, 
Kenya. Here we had the joy of sharing 
with Daystar University where Messiah 
College has a satellite campus. We were 
especially thrilled to share with Brethren 
in Christ students from Zambia and 
Zimbabwe and with Professor in Resi-
dence, Dr. and Mrs. George Kimber, 
who have been friends of ours and with 
whom we now experience even a closer 
friendship. Dr. Kimber did excellent 
work in preparing future leaders. While 
in Nairobi 1 was in the hospital for four 
and a half days due to food poisoning. 
Even this contributed to quality time 
with the students and leadership people. 
Mrs. Twalitwala, the wife of the princi-
pal of Daystar, is a nursing instructor at 
the hospital where 1 was staying. She 
came to see me three times and had 
prayer each time. In this satellite cam-
pus, Messiah College is doing a good 
ministry for our mission churches in 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
Our time in London contributed great-
ly to our appreciation for Brethren in 
Christ missions. Our leaders there are 
gifted, well trained and deeply commit-




what is happening 
in our overseas 
missions program. 
ted. It was exciting to see how the new 
church in Brentwater is beautifully pre-
paring young people for ministry. It was 
our high joy to worship with that con-
gregation on Sunday morning and also 
to preach on that occasion. We had a 
good time of expression with the leader-
ship people of the Brentwater church in 
a dynamic evening of sharing. 
Rev. Curtis Byers also planned for a 
time of discussion and fellowship with 
the total church planting team in Lon-
don. We feel that their work is thorough 
and productive, even though the entire 
group would wish for more rapid re-
sponse. A recent and personal report 
from the Byerses was very exciting to 
us. The use of "entry point" is fruitful in 
evangelism. By this they are training 
new leadership for the ministry. 
In summary, we are very grateful for 
our missions executives and their lead-
ership in the areas we visited. We praise 
God for the many new developments in 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. Our 
entry into new countries where there is 
strong, committed leadership in the var-
ious professions speaks well for the 
future of Brethren in Christ missions. 
The many young people now involved 
in summer missions each year are cer-
tainly a tool in the hands of the Spirit to 
prepare leadership for the future. These 
combined ministries call for our best 
support in praying and paying. Both are 
certainly needed very, very much. 
We all rejoice in the assurance that 
our Master, who gave the Great Com-
mission, promised to be with us to the 




Should we send missionaries? Or 
should we send money? The debate 
is not new. It began shortly after the 
birth of the modern missionary move-
ment almost two centuries ago and 
continues today. 
Advocates for sending missionar-
ies remind us that Christ commanded 
us to go and preach the gospel, that 
we need to send missionaries to 
places where there are no churches, 
Paul Hiebert teaches at the Fuller School 
of World Mission in Pasadena, Calif. Re-
printed with permission from the May/ June 
1987 issue of Witness. 
February 1990 
and that new churches should be 
self-supporting as soon as possible 
because dependency nurtures imma-
turity. 
Advocates of sending money point 
out that in many parts of the world 
we can suppor t 10 evangelists for 
what it costs to send one missionary, 
that local evangelists know the lan-
guage and culture of their people 
and so can do a better job , and that 
the doors are rapidly closing in 
many parts of the world to foreign 
missionaries. 
The debate unfortunately reflects 
our tendency as westerners to think 
by Paul G. Hiebert 
in e i ther /or terms. The fact is f r o m 
the beginning missions have used 
missionaries and money. The types 
of missionaries sent and the uses of 
the money have varied depending 
upon the stage of growth of the 
young church and the historical 
situation, but both are needed to 
carry on effective work. 
The birth of a new church 
Clearly missionaries are needed to 
plant churches where there are no 
Christians. As soon as there are con-
verts, however, mission outreach be-
comes a par tnership in which the 
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mission and the church have differ-
ent , but equally impor tant minis-
tries. F o r example, in India and 
Africa the early missionaries hired 
many native evangelists, pastors, and 
Bible women. In fact, it was these 
Indians and Africans, not the mis-
sionaries, who did most of the church 
planting. They toured the villages 
plant ing churches. They stayed and 
nur tured the new believers dur ing 
the early years when they suffered 
severe persecutions. They carried on 
the work when the missionaries went 
on fur lough or retired. 
The par tnership soon developed 
beyond church planting. Mission 
a n d c h u r c h b e c a m e involved in 
schools, hospitals, publishing houses, 
and Bible institutes. The mission 
gave much of the money, but the 
young churches provided most of 
the people. Without the money and 
missionaries, the work would have 
slowed. Without the local people it 
would have stopped. 
Growing independence 
As the young churches grew, it 
became apparen t to all that they had 
to be recognized as full partners in 
the worldwide church. They had the 
right to govern themselves. They 
had the responsibility to carry a 
greater share of the suppor t for 
evangelism. 
Inevitable tensions arise as young 
churches become independent. Some 
missionaries and national leaders 
look back with nostalgia to earlier 
days with their security and organi-
zation provided by mission funds 
and personnel. Others, missionaries 
and nat ional leaders, look forward 
to an independent church and call 
for the missionaries to go home. 
Some of these want the mission to 
cont inue sending money so that the 
work can continue. Others call for 
t o t a l s e l f - s u p p o r t by the y o u n g 
churches. 
Both extremes ha rm the work. 
Dependency prevents churches f rom 
assuming the God-given responsibil-
ities in evangelizing the world, and, 
in so doing, keeps them weak. Radi-
cal independence, an over-emphasis 
on self-support, kills evangelistic out-
reach because young churches are 
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Ultimately, the 
greatest need is 
not missionaries 
or money—it 
is vision. We 
all need a new 
vision of the task 
God has called us 
to in a lost and 
needy world. 
often unable to support even their 
own pas tors , let a lone ou t reach 
ministries. 
Wha t is needed at this stage in the 
development of young churches is a 
new type of partnership. As young 
churches grow in size and maturity, 
they are able to contribute more 
people and finances to ministry and 
evangelism. O n the other hand, the 
mission needs to send missionaries 
and money to help in outreach, lead-
ership training, and specialized min-
istries such as radio, literature pro-
duction, youth work, and develop-
ment until local leaders are trained. 
A new type of missionary is needed, 
however: one who is willing to work 
unde r the direct ion of the local 
church, and help train national lead-
ers to take his or her place. 
Globalization 
Independence, however, is not the 
end of the story. The greatest joys in 
a home occur when the older and 
younger generations gather together 
not as parents and children, but as 
equals in a single family. The same is 
taking place today as older and 
younger churches are realizing that 
they belong to one global church, 
not to separate national churches. 
When this truly occurs, partner-
ship enters another stage. Here there 
is no distinction between "we" and 
"they"; or between "sending churches" 
and "receiving" churches. No sharp 
line is d rawn between the Nor th 
American churches and the African, 
Indian, or Japanese churches. We 
join together to see how best we can 
build one another and evangelize the 
world. 
A global partnership goes two 
ways. We ask each other for help 
and expertise. Nor th Americans can 
share technical knowledge on the 
Bible and organization. Africans and 
Indians can share what it means to 
be Christian in a world of need and 
oppression. Our Japanese churches 
may want missionaries f r o m abroad 
with specific gifts. In turn our J apa -
nese missionaries can serve in Pakis-
tan or North America. 
We need to share resources. God 
has blessed Nor th Americans with 
wealth, and that for a purpose. It 
was not given to us because we are 
par t icular ly saintly, or obedient . 
Rather it was given so that we might 
help the church in Japan , Brazil, and 
other lands with committed people 
w h o can en te r c o u n t r i e s N o r t h 
Americans cannot and who are will-
ing to go as missionaries if resources 
are available. In a modern , interna-
tional world, we need to look at new 
types of partnership that use the 
resources of all the churches in order 
to reach the world for Christ. Above 
all we need to hear God's word 
through the voices of our brothers 
and sisters in other countries. We are 
all in danger of overlooking the 
extent to which we have blindly 
bought into the values and beliefs of 
our own country. 
Today we need to send missionar-
ies and money. The mix will vary 
according to the nature of the minis-
try. Ultimately, however, the great-
est need is no t mis s iona r i e s or 
money—it is vision. We all need a 
new vision of the task God has called 
us to in a lost and needy world. 
When that vision takes priority over 
our own local and nat ional needs, 
we will recapture the creativity that 
has a lways c h a r a c t e r i z e d l iving 
churches and vital mission move-
ments. We will discover again for 
ourselves and our churches the ex-
citement and meaningfulness of liv-
ing lives led not by our own self-
interests, but by the Spirit of God .B 
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od aP work in our world 
God guides his "youth" 
Bruce Bundy—Madrid, Spain 
We can praise the Lord together for 
miraculous answers to prayer. We are 
now official residents of Spain—some-
thing many people told us would be 
impossible, since we arrived with the 
wrong kind of visa. Through the whole 
process, we could see God at work: get-
ting the documents in on time; having 
the right papers at the right time; grant-
ing a positive response to our application. 
We have spent some months trying to 
find a church that could train us in the 
ways of the evangelical community in 
Madrid. We are now working with a 
church that is a great example of church 
planting in Spain. The people here have 
begun five daughter churches in the last 
13 years and have trained 40 missionary 
families, each of whom has begun a suc-
cessful church planting. As you can see, 
we are in good hands. 
Currently we are working with the 
"youth" of that church. When we first 
were given that assignment, we envi-
sioned young people between the ages of 
13 and 18. We were in for a big surprise 
at the first meeting we attended when we 
were among the youngest people there. 
Spaniards stay young much longer than 
Americans! Some are parents of young 
children. But God knows what he is 
doing, because we will be reaching just 
that age group in our own neighbor-
hood. He's teaching us how by enabling 
us to share with this group. 
Isn't it amazing how God guides us? 
As you can see, we've had some ups and 
downs, but the Lord has always pro-
vided for us. We thank you so much for 
your prayers; they have been our 
strength. Please continue to pray. 
The confidence he brings 
Thata Book—Cagua, Venezuela 
Our first daily vacation Bible school 
for the Cagua Church was held the last 
week of August. Susie Gilmore and 
Sherry Holland came from Caracas to 
teach the lessons on the life of David. 
Our own people responded beautifully, 
helping with music, game time, hand-
crafts and refreshments. We were pleased 
with the average attendance of 55 chil-
dren. With the helpers and their little 
ones who came along, we were/«//! But 
it was a good week. 
Tuesday morning of that week, when 
Alvin went to pick up some children 
who live some distance from us, the 
mother met him and said she wanted to 
come to see us. Ortensia had been to 
church only a few times. That same day, 
Ortensia's mother-in-law called to say 
that her son wanted to come to see us; he 
wanted to accept the Lord. Renaldo had 
never been to church; we had seen him 
once or twice. That very evening Renaldo 
and Ortensia came with hearts prepared 
by the Holy Spirit and prayed to receive 
Jesus as Savior. Rejoice with us! But 
then we had to leave Corinsa because of 
Alvin's illness. We were not there to 
minister to them, but we look to God to 
complete the good work which he began 
in them. 
We were very grateful to our co-
workers in Caracas, who supported us 
so wonderfully during those strenuous 
days of Alvin's hospitalization, the 
decision-making process following, the 
preparations for our return to the States, 
and for supervising the Cagua congrega-
tion while we were gone. Cagua is about 
70 miles from Caracas, and numerous 
trips were made. We are grateful to the 
dear people of the Cagua church, who 
demonstrated their love to us in so many 
ways and worked together to continue 
the ministry there. We are grateful to all 
of you in North America who supported 
us with prayers and demonstrations of 
caring. We are grateful to the Board for 
World Missions, whose consideration 
and concern enabled us to make the trip 
to the States. We are grateful to Gene 
and Ruth Madeira, who made them-
selves available to fill in for us in Cagua. 
And we thank the Lord for holding our 
hand during that time and for the confi-
dence we have that he is always with us. 
God gives increase 
Rich & Kathy Stuebing—Ndola, Zambia 
We want to thank you all for praying 
for us as we settled back into life here in 
Ndola. The dramatic rise in inflation 
during our year of furlough (probably 
300 percent just since July!) was a shock, 
but we are adjusting. Despite the eco-
nomic difficulties, the Zambian people 
and our "family" at the Theological Col-
February 1990 
lege of Africa (TCCA) have assured us 
that we have come home. 
The state of the Ndola Brethren in 
Christ Church has been encouraging for 
a number of reasons. Attendance is 
fairly steady at about 90; the main 
increase has been among young people. 
Several were baptized the week after we 
arrived back. The offerings have in-
creased at about the same rate as infla-
tion. We have enough regular offerings 
to support a pastor at a reasonable 
income. In fact, that is the most exciting 
news of all! 
George Chanda, who was head stu-
dent at TCCA during this last year, has 
been approved by the Zambian execu-
tive board to be our first pastor, begin-
ning in January. It is a real thrill for us to 
think of having someone of such spirit-
ual quality lead our church. George is a 
Bemba by tribe (the dominant tribe in 
the Copperbelt area). He married a 
Brethren in Christ girl (as Rich did!). 
His wife, Odiah, who is Tonga, is a sup-
portive partner in many ways, and they 
make a great team. 
Marriage enrichment 
Carol Geiger—Bogota, Colombia 
In October we held our third annual 
retreat for marrieds with 17 couples in 
attendance. It's exciting when we remem-
ber that the first retreat was held with 
only five couples. 
We were privileged to have Jose and 
Laura Chuquin as our speakers. Jose is 
head of World Vision in Colombia, and 
Laura has founded Prominfa, an organ-
ization which links churches to resources 
for marriage and family development. 
Their perspective on many of the issues 
facing married couples today was very 
challenging. We were excited as we saw 
the Lord working in so many relation-
ships. 
My favorite story of the retreat has to 
do with the reuniting of Olga and 
Rodrigo. Rodrigo is a friend of Tato, 
one of our youth leaders. Tato is an 
exceptional person, brimming over with 
the love of Jesus. Rodrigo had been sepa-
rated from his wife for more than two 
years when Tato approached him about 
the retreat. 
continued on page 20 
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God at work . . . 
continued from page 19 
"Here you are, Rodrigo," Tato told 
him, "doing well in your business life but 
failing miserably in your home life. Now 
I want you to go right home to your 
wife, swallow your pride and tell her you 
want to be reconciled." And Rodrigo 
did just that! Olga accepted his pro-
posal, and it was like having two new-
lyweds around. Their happiness was 
contagious. 
Bob and I will be going to their home 
shortly to share with them how to 
receive Christ. Pray that they will also 
take this step. And pray that the reconcil-
iation experienced at the retreat will 
endure, so that with the Lord's help, 
they will live happily ever after. 
About a year ago, a dream began to 
form in the hearts of youth directors 
Ken and Anita Kipe of the New Guil-
ford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa.— 
to take our youth to Africa. Nothing like 
this had ever been done before in the 
local church. Mere talk turned into 
planning and efforts were directed to-
ward raising money: sandwich sales, 
newspaper drive, a 12-hour volleyball 
marathon, and more. 
Ken and Anita felt visiting another 
culture (where Ken had lived for 17 
years with his missionary parents) would 
be a life-changing experience for the 
youth. Chaperons were Dr. Jesse and 
Joanne Stoner. Jess had worked in 
Africa in the 1960s under the church's 
voluntary service program. 
The church family said farewell to the 
10 youth (aged 13-17) and their sponsors 
on July 23, 1989, as they boarded a bus 
headed for New York's Kennedy Airport. 
After a turbulent flight, they landed in 
Lusaka, Zambia. They were welcomed 
by Ray and Darlyss Kipe and their three 
sons who serve at Choma Secondary 
School. 
During the first and third weeks, the 
group did a lot of sightseeing, visiting 
with missionaries, and engaging in activ-
ities with African youth. The second 
week was work week during which they 
painted two large hospital wards at 
Macha Hospital and staff homes at 
Sikalongo Mission. They also built and 
painted burglar bars for windows and 
doors at Choma. 
At Macha Mission they attended 
conference with 500 African young peo-
ple. Also at Macha, they saw basket and 
brickmaking, explored a 50-foot unfin-
ished, hand-dug well and climbed the 
water tower. Observation of a caesarean 
birth at the hospital made the visit 
complete. 
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Left to right (Front row): Jesse and Joanne Stoner, Anita and Ken Kipe. (Middle row): Holly 
Wingert, Kelly Kaiser, Heidi Wingert, Jodi Stoner. (Back row): Ryan Bigham, Donnie Martin, Mike 
Smith, Troy Byers, Shawn Breckbill, Chris Noyes. 
At Choma they saw the 1400-student 
secondary school, and enjoyed an eve-
ning with about 60 African youth led by 
Messiah College graduate Peter Guinth-
er. One teen noted after a volleyball 
game that the Africans are not highly 
competitive, but very athletic. The youth 
learned that the African guys and girls 
do not mix a lot socially. 
Another stop was Sikalongo Bible 
Institute. An elderly man, known as a 
storyteller, related the story of the late 
Myron Taylor, Brethren in Christ mis-
sionary father of Ruth Wingert, former 
member of New Guilford. 
At Matopo Mission, they saw the first 
Brethren in Christ church in Africa and 
visited Matopo Dam which was a proj-
ect of Lane Sollenberger, member at 
New Guilford, when in voluntary ser-
vice. In Matopo Hills, they saw the 
grave site of Cecil J. Rhodes. 
Another stop was the modern city of 
Bulawayo which contains nine Brethren 
in Christ churches, including one of the 
largest and fastest-growing with an 
average Sunday attendance of 1,500 
people. A visit to Lake Kariba afforded 
them a boatride. At Hwange Game 
Park they saw rhino, giraffes, zebras, 
buffalo, wart hogs, and elephants. The 
most impressive sight was the magnifi-
cent Victoria Falls. 
The youth talk about how friendly 
and helpful the Africans were. Some 
were surprised at the conveniences of 
electricity, running water, and nice 
houses. However, there is not an abund-
ant supply of many things we take for 
granted. One teen commented on the 
Africans' "no hurry, no worry" way of 
life; they don't watch the clock the way 
we do. The church services were quite 
lively with exuberant singing and slap-
ping, drums, and choirs. The Africans 
seemed free to talk about God. 
The youth found the missionaries to 
be ordinary, real, but special people. 
The teens enjoyed meeting Jenny Thuma, 
teenager daughter of Phil and Elaine 
Thuma. One teen said she gained insight 
about missionaries and how they help 
each other. Ability to adapt to the given 
circumstance is necessary. One teen sum-
med it up, "The missionaries love what 
they do and the people they do it for— 
and if they didn't they wouldn't be 
there." 
For some parents this trip necessi-
tated "letting go" a bit more than usual 
in allowing the youth to be part of such 
an adventure. One parent said of his son 
since returning, "He's more independ-
ent, more mature, and more reflective 
than before he went."—Doreen Rice is 





The Dec. 10 designated offering of the Air Hill 
congregation, Chambersburg. Pa., was for the 
Mennonite Central Committee Meat Canning 
Project. • On the evening of Dec. 17, the David 
Weaver family spoke to the Big Valley congrega-
tion, Belleville, Pa., about their upcoming ministry 
in Belize.* The Masters and Kelly Shaw presented 
music on Dec. 17 foracandlelighting service at the 
Canoe Creek church. Hollidaysburg, Pa. • The 
youth of the Carlisle, Pa., congregation planned a 
spaghetti supper and auction for Jan. 12. • Ten 
persons were baptized on Dec. 27 into the Cedar 
Grove church. Mifflintown, Pa., and 13 received 
as members on Dec. 31. 
During December, five were baptized and re-
ceived into the membership of the Cedar Heights 
church. Mill Hall, Pa. • The Clear Creek church, 
Everett, Pa., reports the reception of eight members 
in December. The auditorium and vestibule have 
new carpeting. • On Dec. 10, Paul Hostetler spoke 
on Cooperative Ministries to the Colyer congrega-
tion, Centre Hall, Pa. • On Dec. 17, sister and 
brother team Alice and Lamar Dourte sang for the 
Christmas banquet of the Cumberland Valley 
congregation, Dillsburg, Pa. • On Dec. 24, the 
Fairview congregation. New Cumberland, Pa., 
surpassed their attendance goal of "89-4-89" by 8 
persons. The church received two members in 
December. 
The youth ministry teams of the Fairview Ave. 
congregation, Waynesboro. Pa., planned an eve-
ning service for Dec. 10 including drama and 
puppet ministry and an explanation of the youth 
program. • As of Dec. 10,49 members of the Five 
Forks congregation, Waynesboro, had read the 
entire Bible through in 1989. Two members were 
received on Dec. 10. • On December 10, the Gran-
tham, Pa., church sponsored a "Christmas extrava-
ganza/end-of-semester lasagna lunch" for Mes-
siah College students. • The Christ's Crusaders of 
the Green Grove congregation. Spring Mills, Pa., 
visited at Centre Crest and had a progressive 
dinner on Dec. 16. 
The deacons of the Hollowell church. Waynes-
boro, Pa., sponsored a meal on Jan. 6 for widows 
and widowers. A ladies' Bible study on the fruit of 
the Spirit began on Jan. 9. • Pastor and Mrs. 
Bender gave Brethren in Christ activities calendars 
for Christmas to the Iron Springs congregation, 
Fairfield, Pa. • The youth, adult, and children's 
choirs of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., church pre-
sented "What Gift Can I Bring?" on Dec. 17. • 
David and Dorcas Climenhaga spoke recently to 
the Messiah Village church. Mechanicsburg, about 
their short term of service in Zimbabwe managing 
a guest house. • The Morning Hour Chapel con-
gregation, East Berlin, Pa., received a Christmas 
offering for Ray and Darlyss Kipe. • Pastor and 
M rs. Schock of the Mt. Rock congregation, Ship-
pensburg. Pa., have announced their plans to con-
clude their service on Sept. 30. 1990. 
The youth of the New Guilford congregation, 
Chambersburg, Pa., collected and distributed 
Christmas cards. In December, the congregation 
reduced the building indebtedness by $36,000. • 
The Redland Valley congregation, York Haven, 
Pa., recently had a name-that-newsletter contest 
with the winner treated to a dinner for two. • 
Sunshine sisters were revealed at the Dec. 5 
Terry Brensinger Ordained 
Terry Brensinger was ordained to 
Christian ministry on Sunday morning, 
December 10, 1989, in the Harrisburg 
Brethren in Christ Church. Pastor Glenn 
Dalton preached the ordination sermon, 
and Bishop John A. Byers led in the 
ordination. Terry's father, Gordon, sang 
and Ron King, an early spiritual men-
tor of Terry's, shared comments and 
prayer. 
Terry's early spiritual pilgrimage was 
in the United Methodist Church. Dur-
ing his days at Messiah College he iden-
tified with the Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church. Following graduation 
from Messiah College, Terry went to 
Asbury Seminary and received his Mas-
ter of Divinity degree. He then enrolled 
at Drew University and received his 
Ph.D. 
Terry pastored at Fellowship Chapel, 
in Bronx, N.Y., from 1982-1984, while 
completing his doctrinal studies at Drew 
University. In 1985 he joined the Mes-
siah College faculty and teaches in the 
February 1990 
religion department. He is very active as 
a resource person for spiritual life weeks/ 
weekends, camp meetings, and pulpit 
supply. He also participates in inner city 
ministries with the Harrisburg Church. 
In 1977, Terry married Debra Mar-
quis. They have two sons, Timothy and 
Jordan. Their home is in Grantham, Pa. 
women's party of the Wesley church, Mt. Holly 
Springs, Pa. • Four members were received Dec. 
10 by the West Shore congregation. Mechanics-
burg, Pa. Magician A1 Reed shared at the all-
church Christmas party on Dec. 16. 
Atlantic Conference 
The children of the Community Bible congrega-
tion, Sarasota, Fla., presented "Two Nights Before 
Christmas'' on Dec. 17. • The Christmas project of 
the Sunshine Band of the Cross Roads congrega-
tion. Mount Joy, Pa., was to provide food items 
for distribution by Water Street Rescue Mission. 
The Pioneer Clubs and Kings Kids sponsored a 
"Christmas Around the World" open house on 
Dec. 20. • The Fairland congregation, Cleona, 
Pa., Christmas cantata was "1 Believe: He's the 
Son of God."* Leaders of the church met Jan. 5-7 
at the Holden Park church, Orlando, Fla., to 
begin to organize for the new Southeast Confer-
ence. • On Dec. 3, the Manor church, Mountville, 
Pa., received 16 new members and baptized 15. 
The women had a Christmas craft night on Dec. 
11. 
The entire Mt. Pleasant congregation. Mount 
Joy, Pa., was invited to carol on Dec. 23. • On 
Dec. 10, John and Ethel Kreider spoke to the 
Palmyra, Pa., congregation on their four-year 
health and spiritual ministry in inner-city Phila-
delphia. • A continental breakfast replaced Sun-
day school on Dec. 24 at the Pequea church, 
Lancaster, Pa. The choir cantata on Dec. 17 was 
"Celebrate the Child Who Is the Light." • The 
Gary Smalley film series "Love Is a Decision" was 
shown six evenings in January and February to 
the Refton, Pa., congregation. The church has 
twice a month Spiritual Warfare and Training 
(SWAT) meetings for a new accountability and 
discipleship group. • Eugene Wingert and Dan 
Houck spoke on Dec. 10 and 17 to the Skyline 
View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
On Dec. 14, the ladies of the Delisle, Sask., 
congregation had a night out in which they 
focused on Christmas memories. • The Harmony 
Singers were in concert Dec. 17 at the Falls View 
church, Niagara Falls, Ont. Roy Sider spoke Dec. 
10. • Mike Noble led evangelism classes in Janu-
ary and February for the Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont. • Spiritual warfare was the subject 
of Wednesday night studies in December by the 
Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation. • Dec. 3 was 
World Hunger Fund Day sponsored by the mis-
sions committee at the Sherkston, Ont., church. 
The 60-voice Chapel Singers from St. Catharines 
sang on Dec. 10. 
The junior high youth of the Springvale church. 
Hagersville, Ont., went shopping together on Dec. 
8. • The Upper Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont., 
planned a winter family retreat Jan. 19-21 at 
Camp Kahquah. • The musical drama "Rebekah's 
Shawl" was presented Dec. 17 by the children of 
the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation. • On Dec. 3. 
the Westheights congregation. Kitchener, Ont.. 
celebrated their 11th anniversary with speaker 




The Malone College Flute Choir ministered in 
the Dec. 10 morning service of the Amherst con-
gregation, Massillon, Ohio. A live nativity on the 
church lawn was Dec. 20. • The women of the 
Ashland, Ohio, church had a cookie exchange on 
Dec. 16. • The Beulah Chapel congregation, 
Springfield, Ohio, had a New Year's program 
featuring slides called "Memories from Beulah," a 
sing-along, and praise time. • The Lakeview con-
gregation, Goodrich, Mich., enjoyed a dinner and 
white elephant exchange on Dec. 8. The children 
gave "Angels, Lambs, Ladybugs, and Fireflies" on 
Dec. 24. 
The Nappanee, lnd., congregation recently 
helped fund Bonnie Smucker's trip to China to 
distribute Bibles. New Year's Eve activities included 
a service of singing and testimonies, refreshments, 
and recreation. • Mike Short was guest speaker 
Dec. 10 for the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation. 
Dec. 20 was a night for congregational caroling 
and delivering fruit plates. • The Sippo Valley 
congregation, Massillon, Ohio, enjoyed an eve-
ning of recreation and fellowship on Dec. 31. • 
The Dec. 31 plans of the Union Grove congrega-
tion, New Paris, lnd., included time with David 
and Donna Soliday, missionaries to Haiti. 
Changing Holes in Church and Society 
a retreat for women and men 
March 28-30,1990 
Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA 
Speaker: Aida Besan^on Spencer, South Hamilton, Mass. Asso-
ciate Professor of New Testament, Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. Author of Beyond the Curse: Women Called to Ministry 
Registration deadline is March 1, 1990. See the insert in the 
December issue of the Evangelical Visitor, orcal l orwr i te the Board 
for Brotherhood Concerns for a brochure and registration form 
(P.O. Box 246, Mount Joy, PA 17552; 717-653-8251). Join with other 
men and women to learn what the Bible says about the role of 
women in the church and to support and encourage one another in 
ministry. 
Sponsored by 
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
The Board for Ministry and Doctrine 
Brethren in Christ Church 
Midwest Conference 
One of the winter Sunday school quarter elec-
tives at the Abilene, Ks., church is "Becoming a 
Woman of Excellence" taught by Janet Sleichter. 
"The Birth That Changed My Life" was the Dec. 
17 evening program. • "Call Him Jesus" was the 
Christmas cantata on Dec. 17 at the Bethany 
church, Thomas, Okla. The film "Gold Through 
the Fire" was New Year's Eve entertainment. • 
Bishop Ginder led a communion service, Jan. 7 for 
the Oklahoma City, Okla.. church. The congrega-
tion has a bowling outing on Jan. 27. • Fourteen 
persons recently joined the Zion church. Abilene, 
Ks. 
Pacific Conference 
"Come Celebrate Jesus" was given Dec. 24 at 
the Ontario, Calif., church. • Sunday school 
superintendent Ronald Barnick gave the medita-
tion on Dec. 17 for the "Melody of Christmas" 
program of the Pacific Highway church. Salem, 
Ore. The Rodriguez family sang "Silent Night" in 
Spanish. During morning services throughout 
December, various participants shared stories 
about the symbols of Christmas. 
Three reasons you may not see news from your 
congregation in the Visitor: 
1. You don't have a correspondent. 
2. Your news arrived after the first day of the 
month. 
3. You still address your news to 301 N. Elm. 
(We're not there anymore!) All Visitor correspon-
dence should be sent to P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, 
IN 46550. 
For the Record 
Births 
Beck: Alina Nicole, June 21, 1989; Kevin and 
Un Ye Beck. Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Caldwell: Katie Rae, Dec. 13, 1989; Ray and 
Lisa (Groff) Caldwell, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Else: Gregory Allen, Nov. 3, 1989; Geoffrey 
and Donna (Allen) Else, Mound Park congrega-
tion, Iowa. 
Forry: Megan Elizabeth, Nov. 27,1989; Donald 
Jr. and Dale (Cameron) Forry. Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Funk: Eliza Christine, Nov. 23. 1989; Phillip 
and Kathy (Breneman) Funk, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Greider: Nicole Renee, Dec. 14, 1989; Jeffrey 
and Donna (Esbenshade) Greider, Manor con-
gregation, Pa. 
Halterman: Jennie Rae, Nov. 17, 1989; Ray 
and Nancy (Leonard) Halterman, Mound Park 
congregation, Iowa. 
Kessler: Naomi Louisa, Dec. 14, 1989; Edwin 
and Andrea (Leitzel) Kessler, Free Grace congre-
gation, Pa. 
Lauver: Dustin Ernest, Nov. 22, 1989; Dwight 
and Lori (Pennington) Lauver, Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Pa. 
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Mull: Laura Marie, Dec. 18, 1989; Andy and 
Diane (Johnson) Mull, Mechanicsburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Myers: Andrew Bert, Oct. 11, 1989; chosen son 
of Dennis and Eunice (Bert) Myers, Winchester, 
Va. 
Mylin: Talia Lorelle, Dec. 18, 1989; Don and 
Sandy (Eidemiller) Mylin, Pequea congregation. 
Pa. 
Phillips: Larry DaKota, Nov. 11, 1989; Larry 
and Twalla Phillips, Bloomington Chapel congre-
gation, Ky. 
Reynolds: Rhiannon Marie, Nov. 30, 1989; 
Carl and Annette (Nace) Reynolds, Fairview con-
gregation, Pa. 
Starr: H a n n a h Elizabeth, Nov. 22, 1989; 
Michael and Susan (Alsedek) Starr, Chambers-
burg, Pa. 
Weddings 
Bishop-McDougall: Catherine McDougal l , 
Kitchener, Ont., and Harry Bishop, Cambridge, 
Ont., Apr. 8, 1989. at the Westheights Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Robert Duncanson 
officiating. 
Cousins-Day: Linda J o A n n e , daughter of 
Vernonand Marion Day.Collingwood, Ont . ,and 
David Allen, son of James and Mary Cousins, 
Collingwood, Dec. I, 1989, at the Stayner Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Darrell Winger 
officiating. 
Gibbons-Allen: Cindy Lynnette Allen, Ridge-
way, Ont., and Vaughn Louis Gibbons, Ridge-
way, Nov. 11, 1989, at the Sherkston Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester 
officiating. 
Sangrey-Waughtel: Laura J. Waughtel, daugh-
ter of Jean Snyder, Lancaster, Pa., and Gerald L., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Sangrey, Lancaster, 
Dec. 8, 1989, at the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Sweetwood-Strouse: Dorothy Strouse, Lock 
Haven, Pa., and Paul Sweetwood, Lock Haven, 
Dec. 23, 1989, at the Cedar Heights Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bailey: Raymond Claude Bailey, born Oct. 7, 
1923, in Putnam, Okla., the son ofErnes tand Elva 
Bailey, died Nov. 20, 1989. Preceding him in death 
was a brother, Jesse. Surviving are his wife. Fern 
(Stiefel); a son, Raymond L.; and two daughters, 
Vivian Pengelly and Lucille Charlton. Raymond 
was raised and married in Oklahoma and later 
attended the Rosebank Church, Kansas. He moved 
to California in 1955, and attended the Upland 
congregation where he was trustee for many years. 
He was supervisor of transportation for 20 years at 
Chaffey College, and with the Police Reserves of 
Upland from 1956-1971. His membership was in 
the Alta Loma Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral was held in the Upland church with Rev. 
Robert Hempy and Bishop Ralph Wenger offi-
ciating. Interment was in Riverside, Calif., Na-
tional Cemetery. 
Booser: Edna C. Booser, born Feb. 26, 1888, 
died Dec. 13, 1989. She was a resident of Messiah 
Village and a former member of the Elizabeth-
town, Pa., congregation. She had served as a pro-
fessor of Greek at Elizabethtown College and 
February 1990 
For a long time, I have found 
denominational magazines a burden 
both to promote and to read. How-
ever, let me tell you, there has not 
been an issue of the Visitor that did 
not excite, inform, or challenge me. 
Not only do I wholeheartedly wish 
to support and promote the Visitor, 
but I also look forward to its arrival at 
my home, 
—Re v. Paul Lehman-Schletewitz 
Pastor of the Walnut (Calif.) 
Brethren in Christ Church 
Interested in starting a subscription! 
You get a special introductory rate of $8.50 ($10 Canadian). Fill out this form, or 
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Messiah College. The funeral was held at the Mes-
siah Village Chapel with Rev. Verle A. Brubaker 
and Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating. Interment 
was in the Crossroads Cemetery. Mt. Joy, Pa. 
Brubaker: Jacob G. Brubaker, born Mar. 14, 
1906, died Aug. 8, 1989. He is survived by his wife 
Rhoda (Zercher). After moving from Manheim, 
Pa., Jacob and Rhoda resided in Upland. Calif., 
for 43 years, and were members of the Brethren in 
Christ Church there. The funeral service was at 
Stone Funeral Home with Rev. Alvin Burkholder 
and Rev. Cecil Plank officiating. Interment was at 
the Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Carver: Alzina Carver, born Oct. 17,1890, died 
Nov. 27, 1989. Preceding her in death were her 
husband Herbert in 1934 and her son Harry in 
1975. Surviving is a daughter-in-law, Marjorie 
Carver. Alzina was converted two years ago and 
an adherent of the Bertie congregation, Ont., for 
many years. The funeral service was held in the 
chapel of Gilmore Lodge with Rev. Greg Funk 
officiating. Interment was in the Bertie church 
cemetery. 
Charlton: Anna Pearl Charlton, born Aug. 6, 
1906. the daughter of Levi and Louisa Winger, 
died Dec. 1,1989. Preceding her in death were her 
husband, William Charlton; a sister Lydia Sider; 
and a brother, Ralph Winger. Surviving are a 
stepson, Hubert Charlton; a stepdaughter, Mary 
Jean Sider; 9 grandchildren; 16 great-grand-
children; a sister, Clara Ruegg; and 2 brothers, 
Harvey and Stanley. Anna wasa longtime member 
of the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church. She had 
worked as a maid in Buffalo and contributed often 
to the work of the Buffalo Mission. She married 
Bishop Charlton in 1955, lending unswerving sup-
port to his ministry, as well as working in the 
Christian Benefit Store, the sewing circle, and as a 
prayer warrior. The funeral service was held at the 
Bertie Church with Rev. Greg Funk and Rev. 
Ross Nigh officiating. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Clapper: D. Russell Clapper, born Apr. 14, 
1900. a son of Harry J. and Anna May Creps 
Clapper, died Oct. 28, 1989. On June 2, 1933, he 
married Violet E. Cochran Clapper who survives 
along with two children, Sally Bridgwater and 
Daniel William; four grandchildren; and two 
brothers. Lawrence and Andrew. Mr. Clapper 
was a retired barber and roof painter and had 
attended the Woodbury Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral was held at the German Seventh Day 
Baptist Church, New Enterprise. Pa., with Rev. 
Charles H. Graffius. Rev. H. Lee Ritchey, and 
Rev. Glenn Blackstone officiating. Interment was 
at Mount Chapel Cemetery, Breezewood. 
Fenninger: Peggy Stutzman Fenninger, born 
Oct. 18,1963, the daughter of Dwayne and Norma 
(Minter) Stutzman, died Oct. 19. 1989. Surviving 
are her parents; a son, William Fenninger V; three 
brothers, Jon Thomas, Curtis, and Scott; nieces 
and nephews; and her grandmother, Mattie Stutz-
man. Peggy attended the Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Eber B. Dourte officiating. Interment was in 
Grantham Memorial Cemetery. 
Hawton: Eileen Jessie Hawton. born Oct. 30, 
1898, the daughter of Samuel and Minnie Long, 
died Nov. 21,1989. She was preceded indea thbya 
brother. Otto. Surviving are 2 sons, Ronald and 
Glenn; 3 daughters, Doris Cober, Gladys Dobber-
thein, and Ruth Weston; 13 grandchildren; 14 
great-grandchildren; and 3 brothers. Chalmers, 
John M., and Robert. Eileen, along with her hus-
band Thomas, served as deacon couple at the 
Stayner, Ont.. Brethren in Christ Church f rom 
1936 to 1962. The funeral was at the church with 






by Paul Hostetler 
Paul Hostetler is Associate Director of 
Stewardship (US), P. O. Box 450, Mechan-
icsburg, PA 17055. 
Are you aware that two General Con-
ference boards tried to resign? 
The Board of Christian Education 
(now Board for Congregational Life) 
shocked delegates and other Conference 
members upon making their announce-
ment at a General Conference convened 
at Roxbury Camp some years ago. The 
Board of Benevolence (now Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns) offered their 
resignation more discreetly, to adminis-
trative leaders. 
1 am telling the story of the first resig-
nation attempt as I travel through the 
churches giving the new slide-tape pres-
entation, "People of God—Reaching 
Out Together."These contacts are being 
made mostly in Pennsylvania churches 
through the end of June 1990. 
At the request of the Board of Stew-
ardship, my wife Lela and I will be going 
to the other churches of the brother-
hood beginning this fall. Since both of 
us plan to "retire" in July, we look for-
ward with keen anticipation to this 
period of voluntary service. 
And so, since the story about the 
Board of Christian Education is a good 
one, and because once a story is pub-
lished in the Evangelical Visitor, it should 
probably not be told elsewhere in Breth-
ren in Christ circles, I am waiting to 
write that account until our church-wide 
contacts are completed. 
The decision for delay, of course, is 
based on the assumption that Visitor 
subscribers read all the articles each 
month. And that, of course, "just ain't 
so." 1 discovered this painful reality 
when I began writing Visitor articles 
more than 40 years ago. In my igno-
rance and naivety I asked people what 
they thought of my writings. Upon 
receiving blank looks from far too many, 
I long ago ceased inquiring. 
But now—back to the story about the 
Board of Benevolence. 
When A1 Long and I were students at 
Messiah College, both of us were very 
interested in someday serving on a Gen-
eral Conference board. We were discuss-
ing the matter one day, and I suggested 
to A1 that he would do well on the Board 
of Benevolence. His emphatic response 
was, "I'm not interested, and here's the 
reason—that board doesn't have enough 
money to 'benevol' with!" 
Al, who has given his whole career as 
Professor of Biblical Literature and 
Greek at Messiah College, never served 
on the Board of Benevolence. Ironically 
(from the standpoint of having even less 
money available to dispense), he gave 
many years of distinguished service on 
the (then) Ministerial Credentials Board, 
now the Board for Ministry and Doc-
trine. 
Getting back to the opening para-
graph, why did the two boards try to 
resign? One answer, and perhaps the 
most important one, is simple—lack of 
financial support. The board concluded, 
with compelling logic, that Brethren in 
Christ individuals and congregations 
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George Sheffer officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Hykes: Jacob H. Hykes, born July 13. 1908. 
the son of Amos and Orpha Meyers Hykes. died 
Dec. 15, 1989. Surviving are his wife, Lydia R. 
(Egolf); 2 sons, Leslie A. and Jacob O.; 3 daugh-
ters, Jane M. Christophel. Ivy M. Maynard. and 
Linda G. Rotz; 3 sisters. Laura Peiffer. Ruth 
Adams, and Beulah Snyder; 2 brothers, Jerome 
and Jesse; 19 grandchildren; and 25 great-grand-
children. Jacob had been a farmer, and an em-
ployee of Leiters Hardware and Implement. Green-
castle. Pa., and Showalter's Implement. Maugans-
ville, Md. He was a member of the Hollowell 
congregation. Waynesboro, Pa., a church trustee, 
and member of the building committee. The fu-
neral was held at the church with Rev. Robert G. 
Byers officiating. Interment was in the Montgom-
ery church cemetery. 
Piper: Doris J. Piper, born June 11. 1935. the 
daughter of Cornelia (Gearhart) and the late 
Albert Zeger, died Dec. 13,1989. Surviving are her 
mother; her husband. Earl R.; a daughter, Deborah 
DeShong; four sons. Richard L.. Timothy A.. 
Dennis R.. and Terry E.; four sisters. Ruby Ober-
holzer, Patricia Martin. Jacqueline Izer, and 
Eleanor Danzberger; two brothers, Thomas and 
Galen; four grandchildren; and four step-grand-
children. Doris was a graduate of the Waynesboro 
Business School and worked as the secretary at 
Mitchell Machine Shop, Inc.. for 10 years. She 
was a member of the Hollowell congregation. 
Waynesboro, and active in the 4-H Club. The 
service was held at the Hollowell church with Rev. 
Robert G. Byers officiating. Interment was in 
Cedar Hill Cemetery. Greencastle. Pa. 
Richardson: Mary Annie Richardson, born 
Dec. 19. 1904. the daughter of George and 
Didama Morphet. died Nov. 20. 1989. Preceding 
her in death were two brothers. Andrewand Fred; 
a sister, Esther; and a grandson. Andrew. Surviv-
ing is a sister. Florence Hogg. Mary was a member 
of the Stayner Brethren in Christ Church for 55 
years. She served as janitor for 27 years. The fu-
neral service was held at the church with Rev. 
Darrell Winger, Rev. Harvey Stickley. Rev. George 
Sheffer, and Rev. E. J. Swalm officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church cemetery. 
Robinette: Marjorie R. Robinette. born Mar. 
29. 1924. a daughter of Harry and Pearl (Feight) 
Ritchey, died Dec. 6. 1989. She was preceded in 
death in 1953 by her husband Ray Mentzer. Sur-
viving are her second husband. John L. Robinette; 
two children, Larry D. Ritchey and Shelia 
(Mentzer) Clarke. Marjorie attended the Clear 
Creek Church. Everett, Pa. The funeral service 
was held at the Louis Geisel Funeral Home. Bed-
ford, Pa., with Rev. Lome G. Lichty officiating. 
Interment was in Pleasant Union Cemetery. 
Ryder: Elsie K. Ryder, born Jan. 21,1912. died 
Nov. 4. 1989, in Salem, Ore. She was preceded in 
death by her husband George who died in 1982. 
Both were members of the Pacific Highway 
Community Church, Salem. The funeral was held 
at Cornwell Colonial Chapel with Bishop Glenn 
Ginder officiating. Interment was at the Hubbard, 
Ore., cemetery. 
Simpson: Coy L. Simpson, age 71, died Dec. 5. 
1989, in Columbia, Ky. Surviving are his wife, 
Edith (Burton); 4 sons, Osbert, Robert, Clifton, 
and Luther; 2 daughters, Madine Grant and Phyl-
lis Allison; 23 grandchildren; 33 great-grandchil-
dren; and 3 brothers, Bufford, Henry, and Morris. 
Coy was a member of the Bloomington Chapel 
congregation. The funeral was at the Stotts-
Phelphs-McQueary Funeral Home with Rev. 
Lewis Burton and Rev. Jerry Cline officiating. 
Interment was in Haven Hill Cemetery. • 
did not consider their work important 
because they did not support it with 
dollars. 
If this information seems incredible to 
you, just take time to look through the 
financial statistics of old General Con-
ference Minutes. In earlier days each 
ministry was listed separately. You will 
find a distressing number of congrega-
tions with blank entries for the first two 
boards named above. Many more 
churches did only token giving. 
Also Cooperative Ministries has made 
two good strides forward in this regard. 
First, when proportionate (undesignated) 
funds are received by the General 
Treasurer, they are distributed to all 
ministries, general and regional, in pro-
portion to the budgets approved by the 
regional conferences and by the General 
Conference. 
Second, 1988 was a milestone year in 
that the approved denominational bud-
get goals, both general and regional, 
were totally reached. For the first time in 
anyone's memory, all ministries of the 
whole brotherhood were funded one 
hundred percent. (At this writing, 1989 
receipts are still coming in.) 
One institution supported by the Board 
for Brotherhood Concerns by way of 
Cooperative Ministries is Messiah Vil-
lage. I have personally heard quite a 
number of complaints about the exces-
sive cost of being a resident at the Vil-
lage. (1 am guilty of having made such 
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statements myself.) This is not fair be-
cause we expect the Village to: 
1. Have top-rate facilities and activi-
ties, 
2. Close each year's finances in black 
figures, and 
3. Subsidize the costs of certain 
Brethren in Christ people who 
would otherwise be unable to live 
at the Village. 
In order to carry out these expecta-
tions, funds are received from the de-
nomination (Cooperative Ministries) and 
endowment, mostly from the latter. The 
Village Endowment Fund recently passed 
the $2 million level. The Fund's earnings 
are used to help people described in 
Point 3 above. With funds from these 
sources, Messiah Village subsidized the 
costs of needy guests in the amount of 
$274,118 in the fiscal year July 1988 to 
June 1989. 
Let me tell you a little story about a 
Brethren in Christ man whom I will call 
John. Through the years John opposed 
giving to the operational and capital 
costs of Messiah Village (then called 
Messiah Home). He also made sure his 
congregation did not send them offer-
ings. The day came when his father 
needed to move to a sheltered care facil-
ity. He had a very limited retirement 
income, partly because of having given 
many years in service to the church. The 
children, John included, had very mod-
est incomes and did not see how they 
would be able to pay all their father's 
anticipated expenses. 
An approach was made to Messiah 
Village. To the family's surprise, the Vil-
lage was willing to make up the differ-
ence between their ability to pay and the 
amount of private funds needed for shel-
tered care. As you might surmise, John 
is now an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Village and its endowment fund. 
The Village's ability to increase these 
subsidy amounts is closely linked to 
Endowment Fund growth. As that fund 
increases, more worthy persons will be 
added to the lengthening list of those 
receiving financial assistance. 
Lela and I recently moved into a cot-
tage at Messiah Village. Yes, the costs 
are high, but the benefits, security, and 
happiness the Village is providing for us 
and many other Brethren in Christ resi-
dents far outweigh the costs. As much as 
we are able, we plan to contribute to the 
Village Endowment Fund. These gifts 
are an investment in the continuing well-
being and spiritual enrichment of de-
serving and grateful Village guests now 
and for years to come. 
Using A1 Long's term, Messiah Vil-
lage does not have enough money to 
"benevol" with. Needs, it seems, always 
outpace available funds. Why not join 
the growing group who are helping to 




in the Caribbean 
Persons who served in short-term 
MCC hurricane relief efforts in the 
Caribbean recently returned to North 
America. Workers to both the Virgin 
Island of St. Croix and the French terri-
tory of Guadeloupe reported on incred-
ible damage caused by September's Hur-
ricane Hugo and progress of MCC 
projects. 
Andy Zaugg, MCC U.S. worker in 
Akron, Pa., reported on his short term 
of service in St. Croix. He talked about 
the force of the September 17 storm that 
left an unclaimed refrigerator in one 
man's yard, forced corrugated steel roof-
ing sheets into the sides of trees, and 
carried oil from an island refinery into 
local water cisterns. 
Some 64,000 people live in St. Croix; 
many are middle class, reported Zaugg. 
Ironically, because the island is rela-
tively wealthy, Zaugg explained, it was 
sometimes difficult to begin rebuilding 
projects. Many people waited weeks, 
and still are waiting, for insurance com-
panies to assess damaged homes. 
Hurricane damage on the island of St. Croix. 
MDS crews are working primarily at 
replacing roofs on homes for people 
who have been referred to them by the 
International Red Cross or by local 
churches. "There is an infinite number 
of roofs to put on," says Zaugg. MDS 
plans to keep a team of 20 to 25 workers 
in St. Croix for the next six months. 
In Guadeloupe, a small MCC team is 
working at repairing roofs and walls on 
homes belonging to some of the island's 
poorer residents. "Mostly we helped out 
elderly widows and single parents," re-
ported Harold and Alice Reesor of 
Mascouch, Que., who returned Decem-
ber 18 from six weeks of service in 
Guadeloupe. 
The MCC team worked on about 18 
homes, said Harold Reesor. Aid recip-
ients were chosen by local churches and 
Bible Society representatives. Some re-
cipients were able to help pay for the 
costs of building materials, reports Ree-
sor. Others supplied the team with food 
and drinks and helped with labor when 
possible. 
Reesor, project coordinator while in 
Guadeloupe, used MCC funds to pur-
chase building materials on the island. 
MCC has designated $20,000 to date for 
work on Guadeloupe. 
"We had an enriching experience," 
said Reesors. "And we believe that our 
work and the gifts were much ap-
preciated." • 
ingto Lowell Detweiler, MDS executive 
coordinator, "but we expect it will be-
come more difficult to get personnel in 
the spring and summer months." 
The committee expressed apprecia-
tion for the generous gifts of money that 
have been designated to M C C f o r M D S 
hurricane relief work. More than 
$200,000 has been sent so far to MCC's 
Hurricane Hugo relief fund. The funds 
are being divided between the Caroli-
nas, St. Croix (part of MDS's Region I), 
and MCC for other Caribbean projects. 
MDS anticipates work in South Caro-
lina to last at least a year. To apply, 
contact your local or regional MDS 
contact person. Long-term volunteers 
or project leader candidates should con-
tact MDS headquarters at MCC, PO 
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500; phone 
(717) 859-1151. 
MCC experiences generous 
response to Hurricane Hugo 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
church members across North America 
have generously given time and money 
to victims of September's Hurricane 
Hugo. These gifts have been shared in 
the Caribbean and in North and South 
Carolina through Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC). 
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) 
executive committee members held their 
fall meeting December 4 and 5 in hurri-
cane-ravaged Moncks Corner, S.C. Com-
mittee members saw damage and MDS 
projects firsthand and evaluated plans 
for long-term involvement in the state. 
They also discussed the placement of 
more volunteers, including the need for 
more project leaders. 
About 1,000 people have donated 
time to MDS work in the Carolinas so 
far. Most workers have stayed a week; 
some have stayed a month or longer. 
The greatest continuing need, according 
to Marlin Gingerich, project coordina-
tor, is for qualified project leaders who 
can stay a month or longer. 
Leaders must first have "people skills," 
says Gingerich, of Riverside, Iowa. 
Secondly they should have administra-
tive skills. And finally, they need build-
ing skills. 
MDS will continue to need people 
who can work for any length of time. 
"We need some people with a variety of 
skills," says Gingerich. "Others don't 
necessarily need to bring specific skills, 
but simply need a willingness to work 
hard. Men and women, young and 
older, can work on a project somewhere." 
Volunteers are plentiful now, accord-
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IMessiah College News 
Students work with homeless 
on Christmas break 
Shelters and soup kitchens are busy 
places at Christmas, and for the first 
time in five years Messiah College's 
World Christian Fellowship (WCF) 
stayed in America to help the less fortu-
nate during the holidays. 
A group of Messiah College students 
with WCF, which sponsors a Christmas 
Break Project every year, worked in 
Washington, D.C., soup kitchens and 
shelters from December 16 through 
December 26. Jeff McCue, organizer of 
this year's project, says the "main sacri-
fice" of this trip was spending Christmas 
day away from home and family, al-
though these students had two more 
weeks of winter break to spend with 
their families after the project. 
Chris Tyson, a student participating 
in the trip, believes that Christians 
shouldn't just pray and send money to 
help people. He says, "you have to get 
involved and give of yourself." Both 
Tyson and McCue said they feel a call-
ing from God to help people in this way. 
Staying at the Washington Seminar 
Center of the Capitol Hill Presbyterian 
Church, each student paid $200 to cover 
costs for food, transportation, and hous-
ing. Students were encouraged to raise 
their own money to cover expenses, but 
WCF helped those unable to pay. Orig-
inally, WCF sponsored Christmas break 
projects to Mexico, but no opportunity 
arose to work with any group there this 
year. 
Kresge Foundation provides 
challenge grant to Messiah 
At their December 1989 meeting, the 
Board of Trustees of the Kresge Foun-
dat ion, Troy, Mich., authorized a 
$300,000 grant to Messiah College to-
ward construction of an academic build-
ing. The award, which comes as a chal-
lenge to the college, is contingent upon 
Messiah raising an additional $755,000 
for the building by January 1, 1991. 
In commenting on the grant, D. Ray 
Hostetter, President of Messiah, stated, 
"The challenge grant offered by the 
Kresge Foundation comes at an oppor-
tune time in our current fundraising 
February 1990 
campaign. We are working hard to 
insure early construction of a much-
needed classroom building. The Kresge 
award and the additional funds that 
must be raised will make sure this 
happens. We are grateful to the trustees 
of the Kresge Foundation for assisting 
in this important effort." 
During 1989, the Kresge Foundation 
awarded 189 grants for a total of 
$57,553,000. Grants were made to insti-
tutions operating in the areas of higher 
education, health and long-term care, 
arts and humanities, social service, 
science and the environment, and public 
affairs. Messiah last received a grant 
from the foundation in support of a 
sports center constructed on the campus 
in 1985. 
The building toward which the Kresge 
funds will be directed is the largest goal 
in Messiah's $16.4 million "Shaping the 
Future Campaign." To date the college 
has received gifts and pledges totalling 
almost $15.5 million toward the various 
components of the campaign. 
Messiah, a comprehensive college of 
the arts and sciences, enrolls just over 
2,200 students. 
Dean's List 
Messiah College recently announced 
its Dean's List for Fall 1989. A good 
academic accomplishment, the follow-
ing Brethren in Christ students deserve 
recognition for receiving this honor. 
Steven Allison, Senior, Political 
Science, Mifflintown, Pa. 
Robert Bare, Junior, Health and 
Physical Education, Lebanon, Pa. 
Gregg Bowman, Sophomore, Biol-
ogy, Lititz, Pa. 
Susan Fullerton, Sophomore, Inter-
national Business, Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Rodney Gayman, Sophomore, Mathe-
matics, Pleasant Hall, Pa. 
Penny Hess, Senior, Accounting, 
Gap, Pa. 
David Kreider, Senior, Biology, Eliz-
abethtown, Pa. 
Vicki Miller, Freshman, English, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Karen Pertusio, Freshman, Elemen-
tary Education, Annville, Pa. 
David Pierce, Junior, Pre-Engineer-
ing, Nappanee, Ind. 
Eric Seibert, Sophomore, Bible, East 
Berlin, Pa. 
Beth Shertzer, Freshman, Account-
ing, Columbia, Pa. 
Michelle Smith, Senior, Elementary 
Education, Laura, Ohio 
Merris Stambaugh, Junior, Biology, 
Winchester, Va. 
Tonya Starner, Sophomore, Psychol-
ogy, Millerstown, Pa. 
Melissa Stoner, Junior, Christian 
Education, Lancaster, Pa. 
Mark Wastler, Sophomore, History, 
Grantham, Pa. 
Concert Choir tour 
Traveling throughout New England 
during spring break, the Messiah Col-
lege Concert Choir will minister in song 
at churches and Christian schools. The 
choir will perform early English anthems, 
motets including Mendelssohn's "Hear 
My Prayer," psalm settings by Leonard 
Bernstein, and spirituals. 
Directed by Dr. Larry Landis, Assist-
ant Professor of Music at Messiah, the 
group will give twelve concerts. Travel-
ing in New England means the only 
Brethren in Christ church on the itiner-
ary this year is the last stop, the Gran-
tham Brethren in Christ Church on 
Sunday, March 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
Seniors—apply now 
High school seniors planning to attend 
Messiah College this September should 
apply now. Here are three things stu-
dents need to do to apply: 
1. Complete and submit the Messiah 
College application, a copy of which is 
bound between pages 40 and 41 of the 
college catalog. 
2. Have official transcripts of courses, 
grades, and standardized test scores sent 
to the Messiah College Admissions of-
fice. Messiah will accept either Scholas-
tic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American 
College Testing (ACT) scores. 
3. Have two recommendations, in-
cluding one from your pastor or youth 
director, sent to the Messiah College 
Admissions Office. Recommendation 
forms are included in the application 
booklet. 
The Messiah College Admissions 
Office is open weekdays 8:00 a.m.-5:00 
p.m. Call or write for a catalog, applica-
tion form, financial aid information, or 
campus visit information: Admissions 
Office, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 
17027, (717) 691-6000. 
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I 
ocus on the l^iMe 
Sixth in a series written by 
faculty members of Messiah College 
Archaeology and the Bible 
by Terry L. Brensinger 
In recent years, the drama associated 
with archaeology and the Bible has 
gained prominence. In the light of such 
intriguing and adventurous quests as 
those seeking to find either Noah's Ark 
or the Ark of the Covenant, the purpose 
and potential contributions of archae-
ology to biblical studies have too fre-
quently been either neglected or misun-
derstood. As such, a brief evaluation of 
the issue may prove helpful. 
Archaeology, contrary to some pub-
lic opinion and even the occasional 
wishful thinking of certain archaeolo-
gists, is not an exact science. If we are 
fortunate, we may have already discov-
ered five percent of all the material 
remains that antiquity left for us. Of the 
five percent that has been found, we may 
understand another five percent. As a 
result, our knowledge of the archaeolog-
ical record is fragmentary at best. 
Nevertheless, archaeology does ena-
ble us to reconstruct much helpful in-
formation concerning the biblical period. 
While being incapable of either proving 
or disproving the Bible's ultimate truth-
fulness, archaeology does illuminate the 
text by helping us to better understand 
the world in which the biblical story 
unfolded. From the various ways that it 
does that, four general categories emerge. 
Archaeology, first of all, brings to life 
forgotten people who are mentioned but 
largely unexplained in the biblical text. 
While the Bible itself says little about 
such people as the Amorites and Hit-
tites, archaeology enables us to see how 
they lived, what they believed, and how 
they interacted with Israel. To mention 
just one very important example, the 
Bible frequently recounts Israel's strug-
Terry L. Brensinger, Assistant Professor 
of Biblical Studies at Messiah College, trav-
els frequently to the Middle East and has 
been involved in archaeological excavations 
there. Terry, his wife Debra, and their two 
young sons, Timothy and Jordan, reside in 
Grantham and attend the Harrisburg con-
gregation. 
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gles with Baal worship in Canaan. How-
ever, 'insofar as the original audience 
was all too familiar with such foreign reli-
gious practices, virtually no explanation 
is provided as to what Baal worship 
entailed. The remarkable discovery of 
the city of Ugarit in 1929, however, 
brought with it a vast collection of reli-
gious texts describing Baal. Now we can 
see that a predominantly agricultural 
community like Israel was attracted to a 
foreign god who supposedly controlled 
the weather. The temptation to worship 
Baal was, in short, a question of security 
in the midst of a frequently dry land. 
Secondly, archaeology helps us to 
locate and visualize biblical places and 
thereby get a better "feel" of the expe-
riences recorded in Scripture. Acknowl-
edging that geography can greatly affect 
events and perspectives (just imagine the 
differing views of the world held by 
children raised in the Bronx and those 
raised in Grantham!), archaeology makes 
it possible to link stories with places. 
Material remains uncovered at Samar-
ia, for example, including more than 200 
fragments of ivory inlay found in a 
storehouse near the palace, reveal the 
economic splendor associated with Is-
rael's ruling class. On this basis, we can 
appreciate the narrative descriptions and 
prophetic speeches denouncing such an 
extravagant lifestyle (1 Kgs. 22:39; Amos 
3:15). 
Thirdly, archaeology provides insight 
into baffling customs and traditions. As 
a case in point, the apparent confusion 
surrounding Abraham's attempts to se-
cure an heir has dissipated in the light of 
Mesopotamian inheritance customs 
brought to light through several archaeo-
logical finds. In Mesopotamia, a father 
who lacked a son could adopt one, 
marry a second wife, have relations with 
a concubine, and/ or have relations with 
one of his wife's slaves. Abraham, ac-
cording to custom, sought to adopt 
Eliezer (Gen. 15:2-3) and had relations 
with the slave Hagar (Gen. 16:2) before 
the birth of Isaac. Furthermore, Abra-
ham's unreceptive response to sending 
both Hagar and Ishmael away reflects 
his social obligation to care in some way 
for a former heir (Gen. 21:10-11; Ish-
mael had been superseded by Isaac). 
Finally, archaeology assists us in trans-
lating difficult biblical passages. At times, 
words in the Bible are translated on the 
basis of context. A problem arises, how-
ever, when any given word appears 
infrequently in the biblical text; some 
words actually occur only once! In such 
cases, there is insufficient context to 
arrive at a dependable translation. In 1 
Kings 18:19, for example, the King 
James Version reads "prophets of the 
groves." Subsequent archaeological dis-
coveries, however, have indicated that 
the word translated "the groves" is actu-
ally a proper name referring to a female 
deity. More recent translations, there-
fore, read the previously difficult Hebrew 
phrase as "prophets of Asherah." 
While it is clear, then, that archaeol-
ogy is ultimately incapable of either 
proving or disproving the Bible, it cer-
tainly does illuminate it. The biblical 
story, after all, was not written in a 
vacuum, nor was the community of 
faith fashioned in a make-believe labor-
atory. Rather, the characters of Scrip-
ture lived in a real world, and it is pre-
cisely this world of people, places, languages, 
events, and beliefs, that archaeology 
enables us to see and better understand. 
For further reading 
Cornfeld, Gaalyah. Archaeology of the Bible: 
Book by Book. New York: Harper & 
Row, 1976. 
Thompson, J. A. The Bible and Archaeol-
ogv. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1982. 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Occa-
sionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 




Recently, 1 wrote to you of the prob-
lems I face in using my freedom respon-
sibly. You yourself have said that we are 
to present our bodies to God as a living 
sacrifice, and our minds and our moti-
vation as well. So, although I no longer 
belong to Philemon, 1 am a bond-slave 
to Jesus Christ, the difference being that 
this is a service of love and choice rather 
than of compulsion. I have been much 
in prayer, asking God how I can best 
serve him. 
In my prayer time, one thing came 
clear—that, since I stole time from Phi-
lemon when I ran away, I owe it to him 
to repay this debt. It came to me quite 
clearly that service is no substitute for 
true integrity, and that Christ wants his 
work carried out by those who have 
clean hands and a pure heart. 
That raises some issues surrounding 
leadership in the church. We are in the 
process of selecting elders, and I'm 
afraid that there is some disagreement 
on the criteria we need to consider. As 
you have probably heard, we have some 
teachers who say that Jesus did not 
come in a truly physical body, since all 
material things are evil, and that, hence, 
the resurrection was only make-believe, 
too. If matter is intrinsically evil, why 
would Jesus have chosen bread and 
wine to symbolize his sacrifice and his 
second coming? But these teachers claim 
to have received special revelations, and 
that they came endowed with unusual 
knowledge and wisdom. By their own 
testimony, they are prime candidates for 
leadership, but the fact that they deny 
the goodness of creation tells us that 
they reject the authority of the Holy 
Scriptures. I am sure that the living God 
does not contradict himself in special 
and secret revelations. He has integrity, 
too! 
Then there is the question of how 
power and authority are used. Jesus, to 
whom was given all authority in heaven 
and earth, used it to strengthen and ena-
ble even the weakest of God's children 
for service. Because power has such 
capacity to corrupt, I feel that the bishop 
and leading elders should first have to 
prove themselves in some less influential 
role where a self-seeking spirit could be 
detected. We need leaders who cannot 
be corrupted, because their whole moti-
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vation is to do God's will and live out 
kingdom values. 
These Gnostics also claim to be unus-
ually rich in wisdom and knowledge. 
But you, Paul, have warned us that there 
is a so-called fleshly wisdom that looks 
good because of its high-sounding phra-
seology, but which does not come from 
the Spirit of God. Our brother James 
has pointed out that the pure wisdom of 
God creates peace and not dissension, 
and that it is full of mercy and good 
works. These false teachers are never 
happier than when they have a contro-
versy going; and, as for mercy and good 
works—they have a theological reason 
for not helping the poor. They say that 
the Lord is interested only in our spirits. 
Did you know that in 68 percent of 
Brethren in Christ churches in North 
America there are people who struggle 
with drug and/or alcohol abuse, either 
personally or in their families? That's the 
finding of a recent survey sent by the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns to all 
senior pastors. With 61 pastors respond-
ing (representing more than 25% of all 
Brethren in Christ churches), the results 
are probably fairly accurate for the 
denomination as a whole. 
The survey also asked whether re-
sources for congregational drug and 
alcohol counselling and referral would 
be helpful. An overwhelming majority 
of those responding (92 percent) said 
that such resources would be very or 
somewhat helpful. Many pastors indi-
cated other social issues for which they 
would welcome resources (abortion, 
family issues, sexuality, homelessness, 
AIDS, mental illness, homosexuality, 
conflict resolution, New Age, etc.). On 
some issues, the Board for Brotherhood 
Concerns already has produced some 
resources via packets and our quarterly 
publication, Shalom! 
One pastor wrote, "I am excited to see 
the Brethren in Christ Church really tak-
ing a hard look at some tough issues! 
What is even better is that you are doing 
I notice, however, that they, for the most 
part, seem to be living comfortably. 
Please join me in prayer that the 
church will have the wisdom and dis-
cernment to look beyond personal charm 
in silver-tongued oratory; to seek out 
leaders whose personal ambitions have 
been nailed to the cross; who know and 
love the Word and have allowed their 
minds to be renewed by it. The effec-
tiveness of the church will be no greater 
than the effectiveness of its leadership. 
This is a critical time, Paul, so please 
pray for us. 
Your faithful friend, 
Onesimus 
more than just looking—action is being 
taken." But precisely what action will we 
take—particularly on the issue of drug 
and alcohol abuse? Plans are to develop 
a simple resource for pastors and other 
church leaders to use as they counsel, 
and to develop support teams within the 
congregation for those who need such 
support. If any readers of this column 
have other ideas for resources, please 
contact the Board for Brotherhood 
Concerns. 
That the problem of substance abuse 
is fairly widespread in the Brethren in 
Christ Church may come as a surprise to 
some, given our traditional separatist 
stance. It is probably a good indicator, 
however, not only of success in bringing 
new people into our churches, but also 
of the increasing tendency for secular 
values and lifestyles to make their way 
into the church. The results of this sur-
vey should not cause alarm, but rather 
should motivate us to learn how to min-
ister to people among us who are hurt-
ing and to commit ourselves once again 
to the kind of holy living that God asks 
of his followers. 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
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I was driving in the left lane, going the 
full speed limit (the truth is, I was going 
a couple miles above the speed limit), 
gradually passing a car in the right lane. 
Suddenly another car appeared behind 
me, blinking its lights at me to get out of 
the way. That always annoys me: what 
right does anyone have to harass me into 
going faster when we are both already 
driving at or above the speed limit? In 
this instance, I eventually was able to 
pass the car in the right lane, and the one 
behind me sped by. 
As the car passed, I noticed the license 
plate—"NY LIFE"—and assumed the 
driver was a life insurance salesperson. I 
also noticed that the whole back of the 
car was plastered with bumper stickers. 
A couple of minutes later, I caught up 
with the car at a traffic light (thinking 
with some satisfaction that the driver's 
haste to pass me hadn't really benefited 
him much!), and then I was able to read 
the stickers and other assorted items 
placed strategically on the rear window 
ledge. A baseball cap proclaimed, 
"Choose Life"; in fact, every item was a 
pro-life (anti-abortion) message of some 
sort. When the light changed, he sped on 
again, and I was left to think about what 
I had just witnessed. 
What a wonderful story, I thought; 
pastors would love this as a sermon 
illustration. It was a classic example of 
inconsistency—and a very public one. 
Not only was the driver actively encour-
aging me to speed so that he could speed 
(an anti-life activity, it seems to me), but 
he was also obstructing his vision by all 
the pro-life paraphernalia in the rear 
window. The messages his car proclaimed 
did not, in my opinion, match his driv-
ing habits. Were I wavering in my opin-
ion of the pro-life movement, his behav-
ior would not have persuaded me to join 
a pro-life organization. 
This story, of course, is not meant to 
point a finger at people in the pro-life 
movement. The tendency toward incon-
sistency knows no boundaries. Most 
conscientious people are only too well 
aware of small and large incongruities 
between what we say we believe and 
how we act. We spank our children for 
hitting their siblings; we fight with peo-
ple close to us while condemning the 
conflicts in the Middle East; we criticize 
Bishops' Column 
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did not see his particular possession as 
being of much worth. He had only one 
talent. What could he do? I expect if we 
made a study of the people who make a 
difference for the Lord, we would find 
that those people are not necessarily 
loaded with talent or possessions, but 
hold those possessions as expendable 
for the Lord and his church. It is what 
they do with the possession they have 
which makes the difference. 
The rich young man was a good 
example of one who had great possses-
sions, but in spite of this had not found 
the blessing of what life was all about. 
The widow in the Gospel account, on 
the other hand, had given more than all 
the rich put together. What do I do with 
what I have? Do I see it as valuable? 
When we start placing God's value on 
the possessions we hold, we will see the 
potential for much good and blessing in 
the world. It is in giving that we are 
blessed. These are not necessarily my 
words, but taken from the sages of old. 
Down through the centuries the faithful 
stewards of the church show us that they 
held every possession as valuable unto 
the Lord. These are the people who are 
greatly blessed. 
We are all stewards by the right and 
purposes of our Creator. We are stew-
ards who must give an accounting for 
our stewardship. We are stewards who 
should hold our possessions as being 
valuable. We will want to use them for 
the Lord and the Church. I call for you 
to take your role as a steward and to 
watch the Lord work in your life. 
J. Ralph Wenger is 
bishop of the Pacific 
Conference of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
the alcoholic for lack of self-control and 
then overeat at the next meal; we're con-
cerned about the state of morality in our 
communities and yet we go to movies 
and watch television shows which pro-
mote the very things we're concerned 
about. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, a 19th cen-
tury New England transcendental philos-
opher, once said that "a foolish consis-
tency is the hobgoblin of little minds." 
I've always interpreted that to mean that 
thinking people will inevitably be incon-
sistent at some point: as we absorb new 
information, think seriously about the 
implications of various ideas, there will 
be incongruities with what we've always 
thought. To the outside observer, our 
behavior will appear inconsistent. 
Furthermore, because issues are never 
as black-and-white as we sometimes 
make them, learning to live with a lot of 
gray areas will also sometimes appear 
inconsistent. Emerson would probably 
say that if we're completely consistent all 
the time, we are probably not thinking 
very much. 
So I'm caught between what seems to 
be a valid point on the part of Emerson 
and a general belief that behavioral con-
sistency is something to be desired— 
especially for Christians. While those 
who accuse Christians of hypocrisy often 
do so as an excuse for their own behav-
ior, it is important to examine ourselves 
and compare what we say with what we 
do. The credibility of our public witness 
is often at stake. 
That's why my experience with the 
speeding pro-life driver made such an 
impression. Not only was I struck by the 
blatant inconsistency between belief and 
action, but I was also embarrassed and 
saddened by the potential effect of his 
behavior on others who might otherwise 
be attracted to a consistent pro-life posi-
tion. I wondered about how many times 
others have observed my behavior in 
light of all that I claim to stand for and 
have noticed similar incongruities. While 
I can't be responsible for everyone else's 
interpretation of what I do, I am respon-
sible to God for what I say and do. Once 
again, Paul's testimony confronts me: 
"my way of life in Christ Jesus . . . 
agrees with what I teach everywhere in 
every church" (1 Cor. 4:17). 
Phoebe 
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For those of you searching this February issue for something about romance 
We had a delightful time—five days in San Francisco. That's 
where we first met, two voluntary service workers at Life Line 
Mission: Linda from Pennsylvania and 1 from Iowa. Then we 
spent our first year of married life living in a three-room 
apartment just east of the Haight-Ashbury district, before 
heading east to Messiah College. 
Going back to San Francisco for our 25th wedding anniver-
sary was a dream which began about a year ago. Other ideas 
were considered: a trip to Orlando (lower airfare and perhaps 
warmer?); two or three days in Chicago (a frugal thought!). 
Were we foolish to think about such a trip after the earth-
quake? Still, the dream wouldn't die. So we ordered airline 
tickets; the agent at Menno Travel found a superb special 
weekend rate at a hotel near Fisherman's Wharf; Linda froze 
some dinners for our three teenagers; and we were off! 
Our time there was wonderful. The first two days were 
exceptionally warm and sunny. Our anniversary (New Year's 
Day) was rainy, but that fit right in with our memories of long 
walks on rainy nights while we were dating. The last two days 
were clear but cool—great for wandering around town. 
Of course we visited what used to be Life Line Chapel on 
Guerrero Street, where Linda had lived as a VSer. (The build-
ing where I had lived, at Fourth and Minna, was torn down in 
the late '60s to make way for a parking garage. So much for 
memories!) Sharon Brunner briefed us on the women's minis-
try now getting underway in the renovated Chapel building. 
Only a few plaster cracks were visible as a reminder of the Oct. 
17 earthquake. 
But in the Marina District, not far from our hotel, things 
were different. Boarded-up houses, pavement slabs at crazy 
angles, and bulldozed lots next to smoke-blackened homes 
bore silent testimony to the damage caused by the quake. 
Also striking was the number of homeless people we saw as 
we walked the downtown streets in the early evening. In the 
'60s, it was common to see drunks sleeping on the street in the 
skid row district. But now, even before the large department 
stores close for the evening, groups of persons gather in door-
ways with blankets and cardboard, ready to spend the night. In 
fact, Sharon said the staff at the women's shelter save their 
cardboard boxes to give to the Salvadoran refugees who come 
daily, seeking something to help ward off the chill of the night 
An anniversary reverie 
air. Seeing the homeless and those foraging for food in the 
trash bins along the streets were reminders of a call to service 
which was fostered by our mission experience—one which 
we've never been able to shake, nor would want to. 
A highlight of the weekend was a quickly-arranged reunion 
on Sunday afternoon with ten of the Life Line Mission staff 
"alumni" still living in the Bay area. We had a great time 
exchanging pictures of children and catching up on what has 
happened in our lives since we last saw each other. While time 
has brought some change and pain to all twelve of us, I was 
impressed by the degree to which everyone had remained much 
the same. 
And now we're back home in Indiana, heading into the 
decade of the 1990s. Neither Linda nor I can quite believe we've 
actually passed this 25-year milestone. There must be some 
truth to the adage, "Time flies when you're having fun." So, 
since this anniversary came up so fast, I've begun to plan for 
our 50th. You're right, we are talking about going back to the 
"City by the Bay"(if it's still there). Hope the cable cars are still 
running then—we plan to be. G 
Update from the Stewardship office 
For the first time in memory, the 1989 collective budget 
goals set by all Brethren in Christ congregations were met. 
With the Canadian and Atlantic conferences as pace-setters, 
the six-conference total effort came to 100.08 percent of the 
congregations' combined goals. 
An additional $1 million was needed in 1989 through 
special gifts by individuals to Cooperative Ministries and direct 
giving to the various ministries. However, giving in these cate-
gories fell a bit short of expectations. The 1989 grand total 
amounted to $3,592,453, which is 97.69 percent of the total 
goal of $3,677,401 for both general and regional ministries. 
The December 31 "Overflow Sunday!" offerings were 
negatively affected when severe ice conditions forced the clos-
ing of some churches and greatly reduced the attendance (and 
offerings) at many others in the mid-Atlantic states. 
A hearty thank you to all "overflowing cup"givers who, in 
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Stewardship— 
A Christian vital sign 
by J. Ralph Wenger 
As prayer, knowledge of the Word, 
covenant fellowship, and witness are 
vital Christian activities, so is steward-
ship. This vital Christian virtue is not 
optional. Anyone who lacks this grace 
will experience spiritual difficulty. 
The term stewardship is usually famil-
iar to persons involved within the church. 
It generally addresses the use of money. 
This column will address this aspect of 
the word, but will also look at the 
broader aspects of stewardship. The 
meaning of the word refers to one who is 
a caretaker, a guardian, an accountant, 
a steward, a manager, a servant. It con-
notes the acts of being a responsible 
caretaker of important possessions for 
another. 
In this light stewardship is not only of 
financial concern, but includes the total 
sphere of possessions held in trust. Our 
time, our gifts, and abilities as well as 
our finances are affected by this inter-
pretation. All that we have belongs to 
God, we say. Do we really act out this 
kind of belief? If not, why not? 
I want to approach this from a three-
fold point of view: 
1. Everyone is a steward. Every be-
liever is a steward of possessions received 
from the Lord. 
2. Every steward must give an ac-
count of the stewardship responsibility 
he or she is given. 
3. Every possession has potential for 
good. 
In Matthew 25:14-30 Jesus teaches us 
about stewards who were given talents. 
The steward was to act as an administra-
tor or a caretaker over the possession. 
The point is made that each had a talent, 
or in this case, each had possessions 
given to them. It follows then that each 
one is a steward. We are given freely of 
God's grace and with that grace comes 
gifts, capabilities, and possessions. We 
serve in the capacity of a steward. 
The fact that what we possess in life is 
a gift from God is too easily lost. The 
blindness of our sinfulness makes it a 
first response of the human heart to 
think that I have gotten these posses-
sions by my own strength and that I own 
them. We glibly say, "All that I possess 
belongs to God," but most believers do 
not live and act as if they really hold to 
this fact. The "love of money" or love of 
possessions is what grips our motives 
and affects our lives all too often. To be 
good stewards we must again place the 
title to our possessions where they be-
long. They belong to the Lord. They are 
given to us because of his grace and 
goodness to give gifts of ministry unto 
humankind. 
Second, every steward must give an 
account of the stewardship responsibil-
ity given by God. Jesus in the parable of 
the stewards did not make any signifi-
cance of the fact that one had ten, one 
had five, and another had only one tal-
ent. The significance is that each was a 
steward and that each would give an 
accounting. Jesus had some very hard 
words to say about the unfaithful 
steward. 
The New Testament church through 
the Scriptures has given us examples of 
what it means to be accountable as stew-
ards. I mentioned one example which 
Jesus himself used. The book of Acts 
would indicate in several places that a 
person's possessions belong to the Lord. 
In Acts 2:45-46, 4:31-37, and 5:1-11, we 
find that the individual was responsible 
to the church and the Lord for good 
management and accounting of posses-
sions. 
In both 1 Corinthians 8 and 9, and 2 
Corinthians 8 and 9, the place of the 
faithful steward is brought into sharp 
focus. The emphasis is on how we use 
the possessions given to us. 
The church has given examples and 
has taught stewardship principles down 
through the centuries. Our civil govern-
ment does acknowledge the right to own 
property, but the Christian must keep it 
clearly in focus that all possessions, be 
they property or physical giftedness, all 
belong to the Lord. I am as responsible 
to account for how I use my voice, my 
hands, and my mind as I am responsible 
for my money and other possessions. 
The New Testament believers wanted 
their possessions to bless and to be 
accountable to the church. Thus they 
brought their possessions to be blessed 
and used by the church. 
This calls for very wise and careful 
usage of these possessions by the church. 
The church in turn is accountable to the 
Lord for what it does with the posses-
sions which persons give to the church. 
Careful documentation and careful 
handling of funds is necessary. 
How does one know what it means to 
be a good steward? First, be taught by 
the church through the Scriptures the 
meaning of a good steward. Secondly, 
keep in mind that all one possesses 
belongs to the Creator who provides for 
us. Thirdly, realize that what the Lord 
allows us to keep for our own use is just 
as much the Lord's as what we give away 
to the church and others. It is not what I 
would like to give if I had a lot of posses-
sions, but what am I doing with what I 
now possess. 
Last, let us consider that every posses-
sion is important and has potential for 
good. If there is an evil possession, you 
have not gotten it from the Lord. Every 
good and perfect gift comes from the 
Father above. I move from the premise 
that every possession is good. It comes 
from God our creator. 
One man in the parable of the talents 
continued on page 30 
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